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Introductory notes

Please read at leaShapter5 of the abovsitled publicationbefore delving in here. The book is
referencedT®&®E€N obwd bakss tfhiel e contains an archive of
nar r at i \frenba range oftaghority sourcésgeeEndnote L. Accompanying notes detail how
variouscommon and easily identifiabtatastrophe narrative variant types work to engage our emotions,
which creates support for their message plus the further propagation of theophtastarrativétself.

All the quote sources are linked so thatytban be seen in their original context. However, note
that a feature of emotive narratives is that they frequently propagate shorn of full context, in which form
they better compete foné highest selection (i.e. the most chance of engaging our emotions and hence
achieving further propagation). For more on this aspect sderthaal metaphorsection(7.9) within
Group 7of the quotes

This file has undergone major format changesraimbr editing for readbility plusfixes since
the November 2018limate Etc. guest pofir which it originally formed supparAnd alternates oweb-
archivelinks have beersubstitued for any webaddressethat have gone darklowever, the meaningful
contenthas theensignificantlyupdategd no new catastrophe narrative quotes have been added since that
date.All enchotes relating to the original guest post but nofliGeCbook, have been deleted.

Catastroph@arrative examples are grouped as follgalick on bullets to go there)

1 Generic atastrophaarrative fromkey Westernauthority source$26 sources39 quotes)

1 Generic atastrophaarrative fromesserranking / locabpoliticians leaders ogmaller
nations NGOs, ecoamists influencersand faithleades (26 sources?8 quotes)

1 Catastrophe narrative variashotively overwhelmed conditiondtem mixedauthority
sourceq influencerg(13 sources / quotes)

I Catastrophe narrative varidetar plushopefrom mixedauthority sourcesinfluencerg(13
source / quotes)

1 Catastrophaarrativeby furthervarianttypes (8) from mixedauthority sources and
influencerg(25 sources26 quotes) includingengaging anxiety for childremoral
associationattribution reinforcement, agenda incorporatidghg voice of innocence,
emot i v e tedninal mdtaphorssaryivalist

1 Generic atastrophaarrative from individual climate / environmentaitherscienists (26
sour@s,30 quotes)

9 Catastrophe narrativiey varianttype (9)from individual climate / other scientis{24
sources26 quotes) includingemotively overwhelmed conditionals, fear plus hope, engaging
anxiety for children, attribution reinforcement, moral association, agenda incorporation,
terminal metaphors, merchants of dourony

1 Catastrophe narrative frothe health medicaldomain(4 soures /quotes)

There is arindex of Quotes. For critical deadlinecatastrophe narrative, seadnote 2

Abbreviations: ARSWGC =the|PCC5" assessmeneport Working Group Chapters, i.e. the
technical basis for theainstreanscience of climatehange ACO2 = Anthropogenic carbon dioxide.
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AGW = Anthropogenic Global Warming. NGOs = N@overnment Organizations. PM = Prime
minister. MP = Member of Parliament. MEP = Member of European Parliament.

Group 1.  Generic catastrophe narrative from key Western authority
sources (26 sources, 39 guotes)

1.1. Introduction

Sample includekaders, exteadersandcandidae leaders fron® Western nationsr{ost being in
office or candidacy at the time of their qugtedong with high ministers, high UN officials, the Pope and
UK royalty. In total 26 authority sourcesver abotithe last 15 year©ut oftheir 39 commentsa little
overhalf employ theactualtermcatastrophe or catastrophic.tYe many of t he comment s t
this exact ternimnvokee ve n wor se consequences.tdawage orealadigrat ast r o
cataclysnor disaster, these aneverthelesgypically occurrenceffom which some rump or remnants of
the system suffering the catastrophe (hgman§ ordifed would beexpected tsurvive.However
absent the major emissions cutbacks beingeatedthere isratherlessscopefor suchanexpectatiorof
survivalin alternative phrasings such as
1 Examplelo)i]:d i ve mi nut e srefarfing te the dnomdday ctpdkt 6
and presumablglso thealready stored consequences of current emissions
1 Examplelk)6 wh aatt isst ake i s the futur,a of the plan
simpl e st at ¢ asexistential hsaohedan get tleganding not just
humanity, but its home.
1 Examplels)6t wo dec ades §simplersstllydno lesk existential, | d
andwith urgency too.
1 Examplelh)6 f ut ure generations awid |g,whahlreodadst e d,
direand luridprospectdoes not lend itself toonsiderationsf survival.
1 Examplelv)iowe ar e at t §aterrh meaningelfterminatienu i ci de
for an individualstill implies terminal when)drapolated to a race
Otheralternativesemploy phrasethat are merelyproadequivalenst o 6 c aiddfost r o p h
examplelz)6 ¢ a | &jdc)if @dir a ma t idanddodleemaagda at i n,gvheredhe soatexuis nc e s 0
likewise globafor people or the planet and is sometimage explicitly framedsuchady)6 s o f ar

reaching in its Iimpact and irreversible in its de
Other fhrasessuchdx)6 commi tt i ng the worl d abbdawedhavei 680 ye
t o avoi d oflpipdlling ourcplare asedalso hard to interpret in a manner that implies

anything significanty lessconsequential than a catastrophe

Note while all these narrative constructions acgsupported by mainstream science ther
ARSWGC catastrophe narrative in general specifically cldimstheyare so supported. Sdendnote 3

Most examples are structurally simple. Exangjleonflates natural and manade phenomena.
Exampe s)i] includesbothmerchants of dout@tndemotively overwhelmed conditiosaExamplem)i]
includesmoral associationExamples, i)i], n), u)ii] andy) includeengaghg anxiety for children
Examplegn)ii],, u)iii] andw) also includeemotively overwhelmed conditionaeGroup 3to Group 5
for further context on such narrative variants.
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1.2. The Quotes

a) [AL GORE] Ex US VR i] in aspeecito NY University School of Law (Sept 2006):E a c h
passing day brings yet more evidence that we are now facing a planetary em@rgenlisnate crisis
that demands immediate action to sharply reduce carbon dioxideagmmiggridwide in order to turn
down the earthos t her njdwmhEathinghe Balancdeotogy andthe ast r ophe
Human Spirit, Pg 372006):0¢ achoice tddo nothingin response to the mounting evidence isiaity
a choice to continue and even accelerate the reckless environmental destruction that is creating the
catastrophe at hand. o

b) [AMINA J. MOHAMMED] UN Deputy Secretary Generdh a 2017 expert meetiran
climate adaptation, Bonn (May, 2018)We ar e t he first generdimaeon to e
change, and we are also the | ast 1t hateeatd0sintor event
the video. The raw YouTulman be foundhere and theguoteis alsopreservedn text form(sometimes
slightly skewed)t various news outletsuch adere T

c) [ANGELA MERKEL] Chancellor of GermanyVhile president of the EU] on German TV
in a wakeup call for climate action prior to 26 leader EU climate meeting (2@607)t i s not f i ve
to midnight. | toés fii] YoeUNsummitoh GimateegChange (2008)iAd rtieg h ta.ld ,
scientific findings leave us in no doubt that climate change is accelerating. It threatemsliduging,
our security, and our economic development. It will lead to uncontrollable risks and dramatic damage if
we do not take resolute counteeasure® not in some distant future, but right naw8ame speech
owe wi || need to reach an understanding on centra
ensuring, among other things, that global emissions reach their peak in the year 202@ h eiii] Atat est . 0
the Lowy Institutdn Sydney (Nov 2014 | f we do n o tmatp changeaitwillhavék e on c¢ | i
devastating consequences for all od tisere will be more storms, there will be more heat and
catastrophes more droughts, thereTwil!]l be a risin

d) [BAN KI-MOON] U.N. SecretaryGenerali] in his closing speecfor COPL5in Copenhagen
(2009);0 Your words have been heard around the worl d.
left. The opportunity and responsibility to avoid catastrophic climate change is in godsaii] At
COP21 in Paris (2015)Varning thathe clock is ticking towards climatetca st r©D p h e 0

e)[BERNIE SANDERS] US presidential candidate (20X6é¢lthebern.conf2018):@ernie
Sanders strongly believes climate change is real, catastrophic, and laugely bg human activities.
Note some time shortly after June 2019, Ocatastrop!
Speakingf the Paris Climate Agreeméguote 5](Dec 2015)0 Whi | e t hi s is a step foc
nowhere near far enough. The planet is in crisis. We need bold action in the very near future and this does
not proviide that. oo

f) [BILL CLINTON] Ex US Presidentspeaking athe World Economic Forum in Davos (2006):
OFirst, I worry @ theoouly thing that hbelieve has theapovwgeeto fundamentally end
the march of civilization as we know it, and make a lot of the other efforts that we're making irrelevant
and | mp Nateshe hewspapér is a pay link, see fneee T

g) [CHARLES MICHEL] Belgiund Brime Minister, to the 72nd Session of the UN General
Assembly(September 20173 I wi sh t o express our support for th
for the victims of the earthquakes in Mexico. These natiisasters brutally shatter lives and dreams.
They lead to instability and insecurity. Above all, these catastrophes sound a warning shot. A reminder of



https://thinkprogress.org/al-gore-nyu-law-9-18-06-60acdb2cb08f/
https://www.amazon.com/Earth-Balance-Ecology-Human-Spirit/dp/0395578213/
http://newsroom.unfccc.int/climate-action/adaptation-disaster-risk-and-development/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=54WEz2Q-sL8
http://news.trust.org/item/20170524115706-xm42v
http://www.spiegel.de/international/the-world-from-berlin-climate-protection-is-a-question-of-our-self-respect-a-470672.html
http://www.un.org/webcast/pdfs/climatechangesummit/germany.pdf
http://www.un.org/webcast/pdfs/climatechangesummit/germany.pdf
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-11-17/australia,-germany-announce-joint-working-group-to-boost-trade/5895560
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-11-17/australia,-germany-announce-joint-working-group-to-boost-trade/5895560
https://www.un.org/press/en/2009/sgsm12470.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2015-12-07/secretary-generals-remarks-opening-high-level-session-cop21
http://web.archive.org/web/20180724035038/https:/feelthebern.org/bernie-sanders-on-climate-change/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2015/12/16-quotes-from-world-leaders-on-the-paris-climate-agreement/
https://www.newspapers.com/newspage/136775599/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2006-01/29/content_516370.htm
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the extreme urgency with which we must act, toget
postpme what we must do today. Doubt is no longer allowed. For many countries, and in particular the
island states in the Pacific, the Indian Ocean and the Caribbean, these natural phenomena have a direct
i mpact on tNotihis English translatian frondthe officiBrime Minister of Belgium site
is no longer availablandnot on web archiveThe sgech in French isere T
h) [CHRISTINE LAGARDE] Managing director of the International Monetary Fundesponse
to a questiorfrom the audience at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland (201Bj1 | e s s we
take action on climate change, futureTgenerations
i) [ED DAVEY] UK Secretary of State for Energy & Climate Chanig¢ o t he 6 Avoi dé
symposium at the Royal Socidfyeb 2013)p | n real ity, those who deny cl i
halt to emissions reduction and mitigation work, want us to take a huge gamble with the future of every
human being on the planet, every future human being, our children amtighildren, and every other
I i vi ng iisPressaeleasSuccessful Projects for Ambitious Mitigati@ec 2014)0 E we
country needs to act to prevent catastrophic climate change. The UK is playing a leading role and
working with the international community to ensure climate finance is best leveraged to reduce emissions

and help the most vulnerable who will be hitfaish d har dest by cl i mate change
i) [EMMANUEL MACRON] As President of Francd To the One Planet Sumniit Paris
(December 20170 When | say that we're |l osing the battl e,

countries represented here, 5, 10 or 15 of them won't exist anymore in 50, 60 or 100 years. It's as simple

as tiih$peaking befora joint session of US Congress the New York PosApril 2018):

6Macron sai d t hadfcanlwadntitxideuemissionsrare ghalludidan; treene will be no more

Earth. oWe are killing our planet. TLeto6s face it,
k) [FRANCOIS HOLLANDE] As President of Frande theParis climate summ{iNov 2015:

0 T o rethsalirhate crisis, good will asthtements ahtent are not enough. We are coming to a

br eaki n$ameeaventiNeverthave the stakesanf international meeting been so high, since what

is at stake is the future of the planet, the future of lie

I) [GORDON BROWN]As Prime Minister of UKclimate plarieading upto Copenhagen
(200901 f we miss this opportunity, there wiayl be no
to undo the catastrophi c dam@aAsscientistsspefi @ttienvi r on men
mounting evidence both of the climate change already occurring and of the threat it poses in the future,
we cannot allow the negotiations to run out of tinmay for lack of attention. Failure would be
unforgiTvabl e. ¢

m) [GRO HARLEM BRUNDTLAND] Ex 3 times Prime Minister of Norwaj] As UN Special
Envoy on Climate Changt 15th sessionf the UN Commission on Sustainable Developn(2007)
0So what is it that i s new today? What is new is
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change is clear. And so is the Stern report. It is irresponsible,
reckless and deeply immoral to question the serioush#ss situation. The time for diagnosis is over.
Now it i s iijtAsaceauthop of theBlte.Planet Laureatémcluding al® Hansen, Hiich,
Lovelock, Sterrand others)mperative to Ac{Feb 2012)6 The gl obal communi tyds at
climate change have been hopelessly inadequate. The costs of climate change, already projected at 5% or
more of global GDR;ould one day exceed global economic output if action is not taken. The globe
requires bold global leadership in governments, polliigsiness and civil society to implement the



http://web.archive.org/web/20180216004454/http:/premier.fgov.be/en/timeline
http://web.archive.org/web/*/http:/premier.fgov.be/en/72nd-session-un-general-assembly-speech
http://web.archive.org/web/20181103040930/https:/gadebate.un.org/sites/default/files/gastatements/72/be_fr.pdf
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/roasted-toasted-fried-and-grilled-climate-change-talk-from-an-unlikely-source/article8077946/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/roasted-toasted-fried-and-grilled-climate-change-talk-from-an-unlikely-source/article8077946/
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/edward-davey-speech-to-the-avoid-symposium-at-the-royal-society
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/edward-davey-speech-to-the-avoid-symposium-at-the-royal-society
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/successful-projects-for-ambitious-mitigation
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-12-13/we-are-losing-the-battle-french-president-tells-climate-summit/9254862
https://nypost.com/2018/04/25/make-our-planet-great-again-macron-appeals-to-trump-on-paris-accord/
https://onu.delegfrance.org/In-Paris-it-is-the-planet-s-very-future-we-are-deciding-on
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060028636/print
http://www.newsweek.com/gordon-browns-copenhagen-climate-plan-79177
https://www.regjeringen.no/no/tema/utenrikssaker/fn/Brundtland_speech_CSD/id465906/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blue_Planet_Prize#List_of_laureates
https://www.af-info.or.jp/en/blueplanet/assets/pdf/bpplaureates/2012jp_fp_en.pdf
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solutions- that have been scientifically proven and supported by public awareaonessve humanity

from climate c(enadofggd?2)lc at astrophe. o
n) [HILLARY CLINTON] about 6 months after announcing presidential candidiaeg,com

(Nov 2015):0 | w o n Oohe td take us backyard, deny our economy the benefits of harnessing a clean

energy future, or force our children to endure the catastrophe that would result from unchecked climate

chanBfie. 0

0) [JAN PETER BALKENENDE / TONY BLAIR] Dutch / UK prime ministers, in a joint letter
regarding climate change to EU leaders at a summit in Findemthe BBC(2006):0 We have a wi nd:
of only 10 to 15 years to take the stebs we need

p) [JEREMY CORBYN] UK Labour Partizeader i] in aGuardian articléSept 2016)0 We ar e
on course for dimate catastrophe. 2016 is set to be the hottest year on record. Unless the Paris
agreement s target of | imiting the rise in temper
killed tens of thousands of people in Europe, will become the Anchthat is before considering rising
sea levels and desertification that will sink cities, and kill and displace millions, or the fact that the Earth
has already lost half its wildlife inthe past40yearsé I n or der to delgiamder cl eanr
electricity we need to change the whole system of energy supply. When energy is driven by the needs of
people, it will be greenérbecause saving the planet is in the interests of eva¥yiprend to the Labour
Partbwbsernative models of owneobhi pp468onékeeenee,t
country ravaged by six years of war, the greatédtLabour Government knew that the only way to

rebuild our economy was through a decisive turn to collective action. Necessary action to help avert

climate catastrophe requires us to be at | east as
g) [JOHN KERRY] as US Secretary of Statesponding to UN repo(R014):0 Un| ess we act
dramatically and quickly, science tells us our cl

€éThere are those who say we cano6t af f ofimhctitno act .
are catastrophic. o

r) [M. LAURENT FABIUS] French Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Development
i] in the National AssemblgMay 2014):0 We h a v e drotla@lay dnaré ts avoid a climate
disaster. People often talk about climate change or global warming. | attach great importance to words,
andasfaras#th Fr ench | anguage is concerned | dod@&ddt thin
without alluding to this or that political programnichange is seen as rather a positive thing, but in the
case of <climate, it i swh{not, sinte they nightthBloLilie foffexamplec h p e o
is going to join the Clte dO6Azur? Thatds absol ute
chaos. The scientists, several of whon atroe speree sietnc
ii] Inthe same montthb, we have 500 days alsostateddoringelevisetigieetiaghye c¢c hao s
John Kerry on Fabius visit to the US State departnient.

S) [MARY ROBINSON] Formerlrish president Mary Robinsqiserved 1994.997), UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights (19270 02 ) , f r om 2 0 0The FidareNGO adiresshgn d el a o
the worl dés 6seemi ngliyFroi ansntervievoyubhrt Gibbdns as publshitl e ms 6
Il rel andbés Sundayd By itbaiknien d Sseypdh 2 1dl)-dodar fossiltfualn c e a g ¢
lobby, Robinson can look forward to being excoriated and painted as a Luddieishg the wetbiled
climate denialist PR machine. It will, in other words, be just like old tidest. because you are not easily
scared does not mean thereds nothing to be afraid



http://time.com/4128624/hillary-clinton-climate-change/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/6068226.stm
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/blog/2016/sep/07/why-labour-is-putting-energy-reform-at-heart-of-its-green-agenda-jeremy-corbyn
https://labour.org.uk/press/jeremy-corbyn-speech-alternative-models-ownership-conference/
https://labour.org.uk/press/jeremy-corbyn-speech-alternative-models-ownership-conference/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-26824943
https://uk.ambafrance.org/We-have-500-days-to-avoid-a
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fhd2oqzeQ6A
http://www.weeklystandard.com/french-foreign-minister-500-days-to-avoid-climate-chaos/article/792736
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Elders_(organization)
https://www.mrfcj.org/resources/a-new-champion-for-climate-justice/
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her life, manifestly fearful. And this fear comes from the gnawing sense that we are on the edge of an

unspeakablecats t r ophe. 01 know it sounds wunreal, -and | t
depth interview in Dublin. o0Yes, we have had conc
destroying parts of t he hwodr Itdhi sb ukti nld dodn Gsti ttuhaitn ko n
training all ows Robinson to keep her emotions fir

Discussing the spectre of a looming climate disaster causes her to put aside the jargon of the negotiating

roams and the formulaic language of international diplomacy. She lays it out plainly. Climate change is

0Othe biggest human and human r i gobtengal foreanfliceitsof t he

potential for devastation, in fact itpotential f or dest r oy i ng oiuSpeakingabdutd as a

climatechangeon RTE£ 06 s Mo rasrepargdy ithe lesh dimeas (April 2014)Former president

Mary Robinsors ai d t his morning gl obal | eadersThave o0at n
t) [INICOLAS SARKOZY] WhenPresiant of Franceasrecordedn United Nations coverage

(2009):6saidthere were only 87 days left to succeed or fail, and the world knew that itlmad ¢ghobal

warming. There could be no further debate on that. For the first time, the world had to decide, not for a

country, a region or a continent, but for the entire planet. The choices were for a catastrophe, or a

solutiorée The wor | dliviwgarsboreowed gngdd y

u) [OBAMA] As a senator. iEnergy Independen@nd the Safety of Our Plan@006):0 A | |
across the world, in every kind of environment and region known to man, increasingly dangerous
weather patterns and devastating storms are abruptly putting an end to thedoning debate over
whet her or not <climate change is real. Not only i
frighteningly new global phenomenon: the rmaade natural disaster unléss we free ourselves from a
dependence on these fossl$ and chart a new course on energy in this country, we are condemning
future generations to global catastrophij Speech in Berlif2008):0 Thi s i s t he moment w
come together to save this planedtt us resolve that we will not leave our children a world where the
oceans rise and famine spr ead i AsWSIPrasidenyiailUN|] e st or m
coverageat COP15 (2009p | f we fail to meet it {the threat of
together, weisk consi gni ng future gener at.ivJdnGeorgetownan i rreve
Universityspeech(2013):0 St i cki ng your head in the sand might r
protect you from the coming stan v]&tate of the Uniof2015):0 The best scienti sts i
telingustha our activities are changing the cli mat e, a
rising oceans, longer, hotter heat waves, dangerous droughts and floods, and massive disruptions that can
trigger greater migration, conflict, and hungerarod t heT gl obe . 6

v) [POPE FRANCIS]] Asked if the U.N. climate summit in Paris (2015) would mark a turning

point in the fight against global warmintpe popesaidd | am not sure, but | can s
never 0. Every year the problems are getting worse
woul d say that we aii ¥iathetBBE(Jure 2018)dnd G isv iolf i ssautiicd rd er. édq L
energy but ener gy use hawasspeakingttogroup stlilcompanyci vi | i sat.i
executives attheendofatdoay conf erencle i n the Vatican. d

w) [PRINCE CHARLES]heir to the UK thronen aspeecho business leaders in Brazil (2009):
0 T he b etiens tellpus that veedave less than 100 months to alter our behaviour befiisk we
catastrophicTcli mate change. 6


https://www.irishtimes.com/news/environment/robinson-calls-for-climate-agreement-by-2015-1.1761501
http://www.un.org/press/en/2009/envdev1069.doc.htm
http://obamaspeeches.com/060-Energy-Independence-and-the-Safety-of-Our-Planet-Obama-Speech.htm
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/barackobama/2455237/Senator-Barack-Obama-A-world-that-stands-as-one.html
https://www.un.org/press/en/2009/envdev1069.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2009/envdev1069.doc.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-us-canada-23057369/obama-no-time-for-a-meeting-of-the-flat-earth-society
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-us-canada-23057369/obama-no-time-for-a-meeting-of-the-flat-earth-society
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/science/president-calls-climate-change-greatest-threat-future-generations-state-union
http://time.com/4129640/pope-francis-climate-change-paris/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-44424572
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/earth/environment/climatechange/4980347/Global-warming-has-reached-a-defining-moment-Prince-Charles-warns.html
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X) [TIM WIRTH] Ex-Senator / Under Secretary and UN FoundationiéReas speakingof
O b a mi&kdéysseconderm in officeas a last window of opportunity (2019): & the last chance we
have to get anything gpooaching Zegrees Centigradd.we don't do it now, we are committing the
world to a drastically different placgeT

y) [TONY BLAIR] AstheUK prime ministergiving the Prince of Wales Business and the
Environment Programme anniversary lectfeitehall(2004):0 What i s now pl ain is tfF
greenhouse gasessociated with industrialisation and strong economic growth from a world population
that has increased sixfold in 200 years, is causing global warming at a rate that began as significant, has
become alarming and is simply unsustainable in the-tengn. And by longterm | do not mean
centuries ahead. | mean within the lifetime of my children certainly; and possibly within my own. And by
unsustainable, | do not mean a phenomenon causing problems of adjustment. | mean a challenge so far
reachinginitsimpac and i rreversible in its destructive pow
(Billed in the Telegraplas®@lai r warns of c¢cITi mate catastrophed) .

z) [152 MEMBERS OF THE US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES] Comprising oveitloing
of all members and nearly tvtbirds of all Democrats. Vi#lill Heat (Feb 2008)d si gned and s ubmi
lettert o House Speaker Nancy Pelosi stating their gui
|l egislationd to o0saws dlheb pll amaernr mifrgo.md chHamidt t er |,
Henry Waxman (DCA), Ed Markey (DMA), and Jay Inslee (BVA), was delivered to Pelosi this
mor niIng. 0

Back toGroup 1Top or Index of Quoters

Group 2.  Generic catastrophe narrative from lesser ranking / local
politi cians, leaders of smaller nations , NGOs, ecoomists . influencers and faith
leader s (26 sources, 28 guotes)

2.1. Introduction
Seethemainintroductory notesegardinganarrativee qui val ence t o 6écatastr o]

2.2. The Quotes

a)[ANDY ATKINS] Friends of the Earth's executive director, reacting tédN report viathe
Huffington Post articlé-ossil Fuels 'Leading To Catastrophic Climate Change, Stark UN Report Reveals
(20120 We can only avoid catastrophic climate change
we're already on track for four degrees warming w
b) [ANOTE TONG] President of Kiribataddressingheleaders eventCOP21 Paris Climate
Conference (2015H 1 t i s i ndeed encour aigutiongghatthave and arecbeitigh e el o
made to address climate change, the greatest challenge of all time which if not addressed now, may well be
the last and final challenge for all of humanity. The science is very clear and we have gone past debating
thetechhn cal i ti es of <c¢climate changeé éFor it is not at
survival of this PlanebP EOP L E men, women and children, T whol e

¢) [BILL McKIBBEN] Environmentalist and author. §50.orglecturingat Texas A & M,
(20120 Wed6re no | onger at the point of trying to sto
to keep it from becomi nij Tite andsubtilé oBitl McKibberd 6Rwlling er ¢ a l


https://www.eenews.net/stories/1059958019
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2004/sep/15/greenpolitics.uk
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2004/sep/15/greenpolitics.uk
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/1471758/Blair-warns-of-climate-catastrophe.html
http://www.hillheat.com/articles/2008/10/02/representatives-announce-legislative-principles-to-save-the-planet-from-calamitous-global-warming
https://archive.org/stream/gov.gpo.fdsys.CHRG-110hhrg56980/CHRG-110hhrg56980_djvu.txt
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/04/13/fossil-fuels-climate-change-un-report_n_5141368.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/04/13/fossil-fuels-climate-change-un-report_n_5141368.html
http://unfccc.int/files/meetings/paris_nov_2015/application/pdf/cop21cmp11_leaders_event_kiribati.pdf
http://one.arch.tamu.edu/news/2014/3/26/renowned-environmental-activist-speak/

Andy A. West www.wearenarrative.wordpress.com

Stonearticle(July 2012)6 GI obal War ming's Terrifying New Mat h;
glotal catastropheand that make clear who the real enendfis.

d) [DAMIEN LAWSON] Friends of the Earth Australia national climate justice coordinator,
speakingeritically of thethenAustralisn Governmat 6 s t ar get f or emiassi ons cut
IndyBay(2009)0 A fi ve per cent target | om& Thisfargstwiltretl i a i n
stop drought, it will not save the Great Barrier Reef, and it will not prevent ice melting and the sea
rising. This is an emergency and the government must act within this term. Our carbon emissions must
peak in the next year artden continuously decrease if we are to have any hope of avoiding catastrophic
climateTchange. 6

€) [DAVID SUZUKI] Canadian academic, science broadcaster and environmental a¢thsst.
reportedby Canadadés GloWal aNewspge@Otli2fig the at mosphere
depends. In the late 80s when | &edo take climate change seriously, we referred to global warming as a
0sl ow motion catastrophed® one we expected to kick
change have accéd]loaMedtred i aal ar rmowedsla pricddvalladde adi ng
everyoned0s ar g\ien gg ool vnédotetaotortingeto highiegsaptthis is a metaphor
Suzuk has used many times, aadpears t@enerically cover other environmental issues as well as
climatechange, or all together, regarding which there is also conflation véthetimedraming of
CO2 emissions as @geostelbelaseoncpicturen thisordime pntergieywlisich
also invokedear plus hopdgseeGroup 4. T

f) [ELIOT SPITZER] Former Governor of New York, former Attorney General of New Yek,

Slate(2012):0 The pace of gl obal warming is accelerating
time for action is limited we are approaching a tipping point beyond which the oppitytto reverse
the damage of CO2 eIni ssions wil/l di sappear . o
0) [ELIZABETH MAY] Leader of the Green Party in Canada and Canadian MP;hasStar
(20090 Recent |l vy, Prince Charles has said we have onl

comes together and negotiates a meaniragftéement to rapidly reduce greenhouse gas emissions nine
months from nowd at the Copenhagen meeting of the United Nations climate conference in Degéember
another 90 months won't help. We have hours to act to avert arstwiion tsunami that could destyo
civilizatiol as we know it.o
h) [ERIC MASKIN] US economist and Nobel laureatea speech to the centenary conference of
the Indian Institute of Science in Bangal(28612):06 Ther e i s uni ver sal consensu:
earth's atmophere is heating upand that we are responsible for it by putting carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere. We also know that the consequences of global warming are catastrophic. But how do we make
sure that all count r Sallgnowaegd link, ree guoteler@h ouse gases?0
i) [ERIK ASSADOURIAN] Senior Fellow at the/ordwatch Instituteone of the top ten
sustainable development research orgs (says Globescan), foundedrI3@XVI website(2007archive

site dark from 20196 Eur ope, already feeling the effects of
join international climate negotiationgccording to Erik Assadourian, Vital Signs Project Director.

0The world is running out of time to head off cat
and the rest of the international community bring pressure to bear on U.S. policysnakeldress the
climate crisis, 6 said Assadourian, who spoke at t
must be held accountable for its emissions, double the per capita level in Europe, and should follow the

EU lead by committingtoredui ng i ts t ot al greenhouse f§as emi ssi O


https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/global-warmings-terrifying-new-math-20120719
https://www.indybay.org/newsitems/2009/02/08/18568890.php
https://globalnews.ca/news/233616/top-10-memorable-david-suzuki-quotes/
https://globalnews.ca/news/233616/top-10-memorable-david-suzuki-quotes/
https://www.amazon.com/David-Suzuki-Autobiography-ebook/dp/B004E8M6GK/
https://news.mongabay.com/2017/09/why-we-cant-lose-hope-dr-david-suzuki-speaks-out/
http://www.slate.com/blogs/spitzer/2012/08/09/how_to_fix_climate_change_james_hansen_richard_muller_milton_friedman_richard_posner_agree_.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/spitzer/2012/08/09/how_to_fix_climate_change_james_hansen_richard_muller_milton_friedman_richard_posner_agree_.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2009/03/24/we_have_hours_to_prevent_climate_disaster.html
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/Eric-Maskin-makes-lsquomechanism-design-theoryrsquo-a-piece-of-cake/article15362650.ece#!
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/Eric-Maskin-makes-lsquomechanism-design-theoryrsquo-a-piece-of-cake/article15362650.ece#!
https://www.quotetab.com/quotes/by-eric-maskin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Worldwatch_Institute
http://web.archive.org/web/20071013053523/http:/www.worldwatch.org/node/5340
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DIFATIHBIROL] I nt er nat i on alchié ecenorgigvia & l§eeimAndesan /
Tyndall Centre presentatipsee slide 22012):0 Wh e n | l ook at this data, the
with a temperature increase of 6 degrees Cel&iy2050) which would have devastating consequences
fortheplaned é We have 5 years to change t [Differeatvagiangy sy st e
of this fromThe Gaurdiah T
k) [FRANK BAINIMARAMA] Fijian Prime Ministeraddressinghe Climate Action Pacific
Partnership event, (July 201%):é we n e e u sallsavithfaicdllelctiveodetermination to move the
climate agenda forward. To not only maintain the course that was set in Paris at the end-aioZ01l$
implement the historic agreement we reachaat speed up the process. Because if we doa'tydinld-
and especially our precious island honlesace certain catastropheé €é0On th
2020, fundamentally turn the current position around. We must not abandon our Paris target of 1.5
degrees above the jnelustrial age however flicult it may be to reach. We must also achieve net zero
emissionsof hedaitr appi ng greenhouse glasses within a few de
I) [GEOFF MAITLAND] Thethenincoming president of thenstitution of Chemical Engineers
(a global org with ~40,000 members)a energypost.e(April 2014):6 Mai t | and sai d: O0OAr gu
enginees have a more important role than governments in our transition to renewable energies. Short
term energy policies and o6politicaldardifastdnoigmgdo ar e
We are sleepralking into a catastrophic climate clijpe  f u KCheme archiGdink. T
m) [IAN DUNLOP] Former Chair, Australian Coal Association & CEO, Australian Institute of
Company Directorgn the GuardiarfMarch 2018)0 C| i mat e change i s accel erat|
expected, to the point where it now represents an existémteat to humanity, that is a threat posing
permanent large negative consequences which will be irreversible, an outcome being locked in today by

our insistence on expanding the use of fossil fue
when exports are included, Australia is complicit in destroying the conditions which make human life
possible. There is no @reater crime against human

n) [JAKOB VON UEXKULL] Former Member of the European Parliament and a leader of the
German Green Party, founded both the Right Livelihood Award and the World Future COpeaiing

speectto the World Future Forum (2016):We may al | be doing our best bu
6ln a crisis, it ©bdwe nlbaventoagdho twhato iourndedreesdsary/

unprecedented dangers and conflicts, up to and including the end of a habitable planet in the foreseeable
future, depriving all future generations of their right to life and the lives of preceding generations of
meaning and purpose.

This apocalyptic realitysithe elephant in the room. Current policies threaten temperature
increases triggering permafrost melting and the release of ocean methane hydrates which would make our
earth unliveable, according to research presented by the British Government Meitt ¢ifiecBaris
Climate Conference.

Long before that point, our prosperity, security, culture and identity will disintegrate. A Europe
unable to cope with a few million war refugees will collapse under the weight of tens or even hundreds of
millions ofclimae r ef ligees. 6

0) [JEREMY BUCKINGHAM] New South Wales Green party mining spokesman, via the
Sydney Morning Heral@017):0 1 f we do n ot eootefgoahnthea our phapet vdll sydfér a s
runaway climate change with catastrophic consequences. Burning coal is simply incompatible with
protectingIlthe climate. 6



http://www.bristol.ac.uk/media-library/sites/cabot---old/migrated/documents/anderson-ppt.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2011/nov/09/fossil-fuel-infrastructure-climate-change
http://newsroom.unfccc.int/cop-23-bonn/pm-bainimarama-opening-address-at-the-climate-action-pacific-partnership-event/
https://energypost.eu/climate-change-engineers-important-governments/
http://web.archive.org/web/20160328214128if_/http:/icheme.org/media_centre/news/2014/climate-change-engineers-more-important-than-governments.aspx#sthash.YdVKZYeD.dpbs
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/commentisfree/2018/mar/15/if-business-leaders-want-to-regain-our-trust-they-must-act-upon-climate-risk
https://www.worldfuturecouncil.org/world-future-forum-2016-opening-speech-jakob-von-uexkull/
https://www.worldfuturecouncil.org/world-future-forum-2016-opening-speech-jakob-von-uexkull/
https://www.smh.com.au/environment/climate-change/catastrophic-nsw-greens-call-for-end-to-thermal-coal-mining-within-a-decade-20170302-guozub.html
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p) [JERRY BROWN] Gvernor of California (April 2017 )via sfgate @Global warming is a
looming catastrophe for California, the nation and the world, but few p&oplditicians and the general
public alikefi want to talk about ib Gov. Jerry Browriold aSan Francisco conferenae climate
change ThursdayT

g) [KUMI NAIDOO] Executive Director of Greenpea Internationall'V_interviewuploaded on

YouTube (June 2013 But f or <c¢cl i mate we have a clock that's
terms of that moment when we have catastrophic, r
[ I nterviewer Randall Pinkston]: oOWhat do you mean
it out for wus. 0&4laguage thdl eomeb out §f the soidntifi@avtorld. They talk about
6catastrophic cl i mae\we rtdh(bantigalsodatdinkd o6ér unaway i rr

r) [MAITHRIPALA SIRISENA] President of Sri Lankeaddressingheleaders eventCOP21
Paris Climate Conference (2016)T he | mpact of @hsiouneetysurvidh miSge t hr e at

Lanka, the adverse iImpacts are already obvious. ¢
s) INATALIE BENNET] Leader of the Green Party in England and Walks the Guardiative
coverage on AR5 releag2013):6 Gr een party | eader, Natalie Bennett

statements from the big three parties yet. The IPCC conclusions are clear. The scientific debate is over: the
scientific conclusion is we need to take action now to avattoaphic climate change. What needs to
begin now is a serious, urgent debate about political and policy action. With the Climate Change Act in
place, Britain is in a position to be a global leader, which also gives us the opportunity to benefit from a
rangeof newlowe ar bon i Mdustries. 60

t) INATIONAL CENTRE FOR CLIMATE RESTORATION] Australian a submissiomo a
Senate Inquiryl mpl i cati ons of Cl i mate Ch aAug217fpgdro tAwuest r al i
accelerating impacts posed by huniraduced climate change are an existent&k to humanity which,
unl ess addressed as an emergedcy, wil/ have catas

u) [PETER WHISHWILSON] Australian senator, The Greensferringto the CO2 partper
million in the planetary atmosphefi@ay 2016)0 | f 400 ppm was a bl ood al cohc
be heading for aif inevitable car wreck. 6

v) [RICKEN PATEL] Faunding President and Executive Director of Avaaz, a major global civic
organization with the worldo6s | argest online acti
Via The Times of Indiameportingt he Peopl eds Cli mate ChangoeWemaarrceh t h
rushing headlong intoatastrophic tipping points in our climate system. We need action fast to transition
to a 100 per cent(UNMdrchigedineTner gy economy. 0

w) [STEPHEN HAWKING]High profile physicisto BBC newg2018):0 We ar e cl ose to
tipping point where global warming beunes irreversible. Trump's action could push the Earth over the
brink, to become like Venus, with a temperature of two hundred and fifty degrees, and raining sulphuric
acild. ¢

X) [TIM RATCLIFFE]JEur op e an 0§ ddrdinaaes forthecampdéign group 350.0rg
reacting to A UN report vithe Huffington Postarticle Fossil Fuels ‘Leading To Catastrophic Climate
Change, Stark UN Report Reve@®12y0 | nvest ors now have scientific e
money into fossil fuels you are complicit in wrecking our future. We know that 80% of fossil fuels need to
stay underground in ordef to avoid a climate cata
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http://www.sfgate.com/science/article/Brown-Climate-change-is-looming-catastrophe-for-11087322.php
https://www.carnegiecouncil.org/studio/multimedia/20160922b-kumi-naidoo-on-human-rights-and-the-impact-of-climate-change
http://unfccc.int/files/meetings/paris_nov_2015/application/pdf/cop21cmp11_leaders_event_sri_lanka.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2013/sep/27/ipcc-climate-change-report-ar5-live-coverage
https://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=362c51bf-99d3-43ea-92ae-390b55422d06&subId=514624
https://peter-whish-wilson.greensmps.org.au/articles/cape-grim-will-send-message-world-climate-change
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/us/There-is-no-plan-B-for-action-as-there-is-no-planet-B-UN-chief-says-ahead-of-UN-Climate-Summit/articleshow/43134461.cms
http://web.archive.org/web/20180726013239/http:/www.un.org/climatechange/summit/2014/09/plan-b-climate-action-planet-b-says-un-chief/index.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-40461726
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/04/13/fossil-fuels-climate-change-un-report_n_5141368.html
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y) [TWENTY-FOUR PROMINENT AUSTRALIANS] Call for emergenescale action on
climatechange in ampen letteto the new parliament. From the letter (Jun 2066 h e f ut ur e of h
civilisation, and the survival of the precious ecosystems on which we depend, now hang in the balance.
There must be an immediate ban on new coal and gas developments and an ersgegédricgnsition to

zero enli ssions. 0
z) [UK FAITHS] Joint statemertty all UK faith based communities prior to Copenhagen Climate

Conference (2009)As leaders and representatives of faith communities andifagbd organisations in

the UK we wish to highlight the very real threat to the world's poor, and to our fragile creation, from the

threat of catastrophic climate change. The developed worltherity responsible for the already visible

effects of global heating. Justice requires that we now take responsibility for slowing the rise in global

temperatured T

Back toGroup 2Top or Index of Quoters

Group 3.  Catastrophe narrative variant emotively overwhelmed conditionals
from mixed authority sources /influencers (13 sources / quotes)

3.1. Introduction

See Section5.3.10f the TGoChbookfor context.The conditionals / caveatsedbolded Seethe
mainIntroductory notesegardinganarrativee qui val ence to O6catastrophedé, o
Elevenof thesethirteenexamplespeculatelimate-changecatastrophéwithd d e v a sot at i on 6
0 i r r e \inesome icasds)ehile one actually speculatésn o  pandanotherdnerely@r av age d o
planet.They are allpretty standardn form. Perg), it is no good saying thanminentcatastrophic
climatechangeisonly p | a uwhictbMorddboes not really refihAREWGG he pos
butat leastwithin an objective contextoessuggessomeuncerainty), if this statement ithenfollowed
by saying a major contributor to that scendsiealevel rise)willdoccuré as ear | y.Thiss next ye
shortcircuits whatgenuinesense of uncertainty in the scieneas establisheglus adds an unjustifiably
short timescale regardimgajor attributable anthropogeritimate changeémpactswhether or not some
floods actually occuffloods always occur somewhere)
Perb) and m) it is no good putting p o t e imtfrontof aatastrophiq if this is followed by
constructions such ageknow or inevitably, the only thingwhich will avoid global catastrophés a
dramatic emissions reductioa.g.6 f ar mor ¢hansParisi Thenwor d Smplgnoent i al |y
deployed here in anything like the sense in which mainstream climate segentiee same wortb
express climate and epistemic unagty. This isamorphed conditionafi.e. theconditionalhas
morphed to one only abopblicy implementation. Se@.2).
Perl), it is no good saying ithie planet is ravaged, when also saying global wardings an o w0
aveapon of mass destructidithe latter also makdor a particularly emotive pitchy stressinghe
anthropogenic angle (weapons ateuman thing)indeedemotive phrasing is commamdis abig part
of how conditionals are overwhelghén individual perception®s Lewandowsky acknowledges when
talking about the spread of emotive misinformation withis paperemotional response is rewarded
with more retransmission thanisveracityBut we have al so noted that the
pass on infamation is based strongly on the likelihood of its eliciting an emotional response in the
recipient, rather than its .t WhilhevdlewandewskyOdls. p
misinformation as the quote implies, emotion wins out oweracity for information more generally
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http://climateemergencydeclaration.org/openletter/
https://wordanddeed.wordpress.com/2009/11/03/faith-environment-seminar-hosted-by-the-archbishop-of-canterbury/
http://psi.sagepub.com/content/13/3/106.full.pdf
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within certain contexts (e.g. high uncertainty),
also the case that the narrative of certaintynohinent (decadeglobal catastrophis misinformation,
we adopt mainstream climate science per ARTNAS the gold standard for truth.

Examplem) also includegngaging anxiety for childreftxamplea)i nvokes T. S. EIl i ot
lines to raise up emotive speculation about the end of the vimiddiion seelm)ii], 1u)iii], 1w) and
19)i] above, plusi), 61), 7aa) 7ab) 7ac) 7ad) and7ae)below.

3.2. The Quotes

a)[ANDREW SIMMS] Co-director of the New Weather Institute. Research associate with the
Centre for Global PolitiddEconomy at the University of Sussex. FelloviN&iF (the new economics
foundation). At the quote date, policy director and head of the clioatiege programme at NEF. Via
The Guardian(Aug 2008)0 | f you shout o6fired6 in a creasadded t hea
that you might be arrested for irresponsible behaviour and breach of the peace. But from today, | smell
smoke, | see flames and | think it is time to shout. | don't want you to panic, but | do think it would be a
good idea to form an orderly quaadeave the building. Because in just 100 months' time, if we are
lucky, and based on a quite conservative estimate, we could reach a tipping point for the beginnings of
runaway climate change.
éonce a critical gr e enho u,gebalovarmiogenill tontatei on t hr e
even if we stop releasing additional greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. If that happens, the Earth's
climate will shift into another, more volatile state, with different ocean circulation, wind and rainfall
patterns. Themplications of which, according to a growing litany of researchpatemtially
catastrophic for life on Earth. Such a change in the state of the climate system is often referred to as
irreversible climate change.
€ Today i s just anbDrawsyand clése. Offica workersl midds ayasfizet on
the weekend, cloakatching, waiting perhaps for a holiday if your finances have escaped the credit
crunch and rising food and fuel prices. In the evening, trains will be littered with abandoned newspap
sports pages, all pretending interest in the football transfers. For once it seems justified to repeat TS
El i ot'"s famous | ines: 6This is the way the worl d
€ So, there, I have sai dne@dndyexi.dNow itasrirde fggthd nt ed t
government to lead, and do its best to make sure that neither a bang, nor a whimper endsdtie show.

b) [IAN DUNLOP] Former Chair, Australian CbAssociation & CEO, Australian Institute of
Company Directors, saysintheforewordiR@ count : it é&s t i nogBraakdhrolgh t he mat
(20150 For the | ast two decades global | eaders have
induced climate change, none more so than in Australia. Despite much rhetoric and endless negotiations,
human carbon emissions continue indiwithaworstc as e scenari oé éUnfortunate
procrastination have cut off options to solve the climate challenge with a graduated réspoasgency
action is now inevitable fotentially catastrophic and irreversible impacts aretobedagod € é 1 n t he
leadup to Paris, the focus of attention is the need to limit temperature increase to the official 2°C target
with a limited carbon budget, but these are not appropriate objectives. Climate change is happening faster
and more extensivethan officially acknowledged and sensible risk management requires far more

stringent actiond (Foreword, pg 2Y

¢) [JERRY BROWN Governor of CaliforniaVia Bloomberg.confSept 2018)6 U. S. Presiden
Donald Trump is the oO0enemy of tpobtentiafyeatadtrapldc f or ham

12


https://neweconomics.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2008/aug/01/climatechange.carbonemissions
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/148cb0_bb2e61584dbb403e8e33fd65b1c48e30.pdf
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-09-11/jerry-brown-challenges-trump-with-demand-for-100-clean-energy
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increases in carbon emissions, Jerry Brown said Monday, blasting White House environmental policy

after signing a bill that w | | move the state toward 100 percent ¢
just AWOL on climate change, he has designated himself satioteun ar ge, 6 Br own sai d i
i ntervi ew, citing the admini st sdlandams)desticarct i ons ag
mandates and clesgmower rul es. OHe has designated himself Db
him out because climate change is a re@al threat o
d) [MALCOLM TURNBULL] To Australian parliaments a shadow minister, not PM (2010):
0Climate change is a gl obal problem. The planet i
gas emissions from human activitf/this trend continues then truly catastrophic consequences will
ensue,fromei ng sea | evels to reduced watlkr availabilit

€) [MARK CARNEY] governor of the bank of Englansipeech to the insurance markkgtyds of
London (Sept 2016 We don't need an army of actuaries to te
climate change will be felt beyond the traditional horizons of most aghop®sing a cost on future
generations that the current generation has no di
policy extends out to-3 years. For financial stabijitit is a bit longer, but typically only to the outer
boundaries of the credit cyelabout a decade. In other words, once climate change becomes a defining
issue for financial stability, imaya | r e ady RAlsovetlinkmow pag see freé (pg3)

f) [MINQI LI] Chinese political economist and associate professor of Economics at the
University of UtahThe rise of China and the demise of the capitalist world ecordianythly Review

PressNew York pg 183 (2008p But mor e | mpearrtesen twlay ,mian g2 wi | | const
ant hropogenic interferenced a ghatiatelikelyitdthke therearthi at e a
beyond a set of o6tipping pointsod. Beyond these t

sustaining process out of human control, leading to massive catastrophes that could wipe out most of the
s peci es Liokis pay thisqudbteis reflectedelsewherdfree). T
0) [PETER SCHWARTZ] CIA congltant, in a report to the Pentagem The GuardiaiiFeb
20046 Cl i mate change O0should be elevated beyond a s
say the authors, Peter Schwartz, CIA consultant and former head of planning at Royal Dutch/Shell
Group, and bug Randall of the Californibased Global Business Network. An imminent scenario of
catastrophi c plausibleand eould thallengeeUnited Stades national security in ways
that should be considered i mxgedriwddsmdadfloodingtbhaey conc

rise in sea |levels willTcreate major wupheaval for
h) [SHARON BURROWS] General Secretary of the International Trade Union Federation,
quotedin the Huffington Post (2013% We  wi | | Hwegehawvej nbspl anet . 6

i) [SWISS RE]Via Reuterqg2004):&Bwiss Rethe world's seconthrgest reinsureryesterday
warned that the costs of global warmihgeatened to spral out of control, forcing the human race into
a catastrophe of its own makingé éThe huonmiin race

can avlert it.d
j) [TED KENNEDY] 2" most senior Senator when he died in 2009 dhddgest continuously

serving senator in US history. To National Press Club, Washington DC (2008 s houl d- st op t

scientific, pseudacientific, and antscientific nonsense emanatingin the right wing, and start

demanding immediate action to reduce global warming and prevent catastrophic climate chamgg that

be on our MWhe WiandWisdonoohTekennedy pg 124.T
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http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=CHAMBER;id=chamber/hansardr/2010-02-08/0018;query=Id:
https://www.businessgreen.com/bg/opinion/2428163/mark-carney-speech-in-full-climate-change-is-the-tragedy-of-the-horizon
https://www.bis.org/review/r151009a.pdf
https://monthlyreview.org/product/rise_of_china_and_the_demise_of_the_capitalist_world_economy/
https://monthlyreview.org/product/rise_of_china_and_the_demise_of_the_capitalist_world_economy/
https://sites.google.com/site/climategenocide/li
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2004/feb/22/usnews.theobserver
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k) [TILMAN THOMAS] Prime Minister of Grenada, as record@dJN presssaid (2009):
Otemperature i ncr eas e sindastrial RBveld wogld caesethe@otal destructoon a b o v e
of the worldds cor al reefs, major eco®ryicecstkms and
woul d dramatical ly c u.tltwesagueedthat,inmany caseb, thé wotldywas o a d a
already at the tipping point with the distingiossibility of i rrever si bl & catastroph

[) [TONY BLAIR] UK prime minister. Asreportedid o hn Hought oné,sGld@u ar di an
Warming is Now a Weapon of Mass Destrudiion( J ul ¢ TI2edr0e8)can be iithe genui ne
pl anet is ravagdd by climate change. 6

m) [UNICEF] Press Releadsefore COP21 (Nov 2015p: Wor | d | eader s gat herin
COP2106 held from November 30 to Decembe®ill seek to reach agreement on cutting greenhouse
gas emissionsyhich most experts say is critical to limiting potentially catastrophic rises in
temperature. OWe know what has to be done to prev
to act would be unconsci onabl danddo tre alaned tolmaki e oWe o
right deci si(Antheny laake = Exedateldirecto).
Back toGroup 3Top or Index of Quoters

Group 4. Catastrophe narrative variant _fear plus hope from mixed authority
sources / influencers (13 sources / quotes)

4.1. Introduction

See Sectioh.3.20f the TGoChook for contextSeethe mainIntroductory notesegardinga
narratvee qui val ence to O6catastrophed, or worse.

4.2. The Quotes
a) [ANGELA MERKEL] Chancellor of Germanwia theClimate Reality ProjecfNov 2016):

O0Perhaps wunsurprisingly, Chancellor Merkel was a
enters into force on NovemberdT h e P ramierd is tAug proving to be a historical milestone in
international <c¢limate protection. It is a sign of
feder al cabinet for for mal rati fi catrityddandtodor he t as
so not at the cost of the foundations of life, but rather on a sustainable path. It is no exaggeration to say
that <climate protection is no mMore and no | ess th

b) [ANTONIO GUTERRE$ UN Secretary Generalia the BBC(Sept 2018)6 UN Sg/cr et a
General Antonio Guterres has said that if the world doesn't change course by 2020, we run the risk of
runaway cli mate change. € Mr Guterres painted a g
says have been felt all over the world this y&#h heatwaves, wildfires, storms and floods leaving a trail
of destruction. Corals are dying, he said, the oceans are becoming more acidic, and there are growing
conflicts over dwindling resources. Concentrations of carbon dioxide in the atmosphétheire a
hi ghest | evel in three million years. éDespite th
change effectively, he said. Saying it was too ex
towards the edge ofattde abBOyssf at dr(Nokwsimimtlyoes own h
expresed 2 years tavoidO r u n aiskaoytte UN general assembly later in Septenfiee. T

c) [ED DAVEY] UK Energy and Climate Change SecretéMlarch 2015)0 Get t i ng t he newv
in Paris is the most 1 mportant thing a new govern

14


http://www.un.org/press/en/2009/envdev1069.doc.htm
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2003/jul/28/environment.greenpolitics
https://www.unicef.org/media/media_86347.html
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/blog/three-top-world-leaders-fighting-climate-change
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-45471410
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/speeches/2018-09-25/address-73rd-general-assembly

Andy A. West www.wearenarrative.wordpress.com

change, BusitessGréeeahdad of the speech. O0OAnd in doing t
Europe and elsewhere in other parts of the world in the last few years. But the more you look at the issue,
thebiggr t he challenges are and wedve got a | ong way
compl adency. O
d) [ED MILLIBAND] Ex Leader of the Labour Party, and Leader of the UK Oppositiept
2010 to May 2015), in his Guardian artitdes, the Paris climate change conference can save the planet
(Nov 2015):0The science is even more unequivocal than it was six years ago. Just to take one example,
2015 looks like being the hottest year on record by some distance. We sometimes talk about the need to
avoid dangerous warming of the pla@astif it is a theoretical idea, but its effects are already here, with
approaching 1 degree of warming so far. On the other side of the ledger, technology has thrown us a
lifeline. The costs of wind and solar energy have come down far quicker thancnegoned of. The
constructive side of human ingenuity is holding its own in the fight against its destructive side. And it is
now demonstrably the case that the fight against climate change carcbesijiidy, not destroying,
according to the Confederationf Br i ti sh I ndustry and many othersé
éBut the bad news is that the {Paris} pledges
commitments for 2030 would take us towards something likdegBee world. That would mean higher
temperatures thaat any time in the last three million years, with potentially dramatic effects of intense
heatwaves, flooding and climate refugees across the world.

éls zero emissions even practical, and can it
answer to botlguestions is a strong yes. Indeed, top business leaders such as Ratan Tata as well as Paul
Pol man of Unilever have recently called Ton worl d
€) [FRANK ACKERMAN]. Economist, from 2012 &ynapse Energy Economi¢gom the
article Climate Economics: The State of the, Avith Elizabeth Stanton, (Jan 2018)C| | mat e s ci enc ¢

paints a bleak picture: The continued growth of greenhouse gas emissions is increasingbyciedg

irreversible and catastrophic effects. Urgent action is needed to prepare for the initial rounds of climatic

change, which are already unstoppable. While the opportunity to avert all climate damage has now

passed, wellesigned mitigation and adgbion policies, if adopted quickly, could still greatly reduce the

likelihood of the most tragicandfare ac hi ng i mpact 3 of <c¢cl i mate change.
f) [FRANK BAINIMARAMA] Fijian Prime Mnister, speaking at the opening of the 4th Asia

Pacific Broadcasting Union 2018 media summit on clinthi@ngeyia Xinhua News AgencgFeb

2018):@ 1t i s an unprecedent e doadevaryisiaglepersorhoa earthihelpingtost f a

reverse the damage to our planet that we have al/l

that it was vital to tell the stories that need to be told and to generate the action that needs to be taken. He

said that the media had the power to make a genuine difference to highlight the urgency of concerted

action at every level to avert catastrophe andiéan economies. While pointing out that there were

plenty stories out there about the negative effects of climate change, he called on the media to think

outside the box in their storytelling, to fire people's imaginations about the positive staviest af

possible if humans altered their mindsets from doom and gloom to work together effectively as people and

as nations to meet this challenge. Bainimarama said that great things are happening in the global quest to

make the transition from dirty eneyguch as fossil fuels to clean, renewable energy such as hydro, solar

and wind. ©

g) [JOHN RITCH]Up to end 2012Director general of the World Nuclear Association (WNA).
Via the Global Commons Institute [GCI] and a summarylef Brazilian proposal regarding Contraction
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and Convergencé&ee pg23. (20051 not only support the C&C concepl
will avert climate catastrophe without a regime built on some variatitmsfpproach. In the debate
about climate change, an impression has been created that the problem is too daunting and complex to

prevent. Contraction and Convergence plrovides a w
h) [MUNICH RE] Book title {sample extrac}rom Munich RE GeeRisks Research (2005):
O0Weat her catastrophes and oal Tum&tdte change, is ther

i) [OWEN JONES] Columnist, author and political activist, placéd m The Dai ly Tel eg
2013 list of Britain's most influential leWingers.Writing in the Guardian (Nov 2015): Ger many has
led the way with industrial activism to promote renewable energy industri¢ptbeaide skilled jobs.
Insulating homes and businesses will also create jobs and tackle fuel poverty, as well as tackling climate
change. Jobs, growth and living standards: this is surely what climate change has to be linked to if it is to
become a compey issue. Sure, huge damage has already been done, and glaciers will continue to melt.
But radical gl obal measures can help mitligate the
J) [PAUL KRUGMAN] N.Y. Times columnistFromWind, sun and fireNew York TimeqFeb
20160 So what 6s really at stake in this yearo6s el ec!
Last year was the hottest on record, by a wide margin, which shobldi t  \ii gpat @t exd to
climate deniersdé claims that global warming has s
getting scarier; it is, by far, the most important policy issue facing America and the world. Still, this
el ection woul dndt ibsaeife¢heremeremo pbospact df affgctive action aganst the
|l ooming catastropheé Salvation from climate catas
hope to see happen, with no political miracle necessary. But failure is also a vergsibagitypo
Everything i s hangingIin the balance. o
k) [PETER TURKSON] Cardinal, Catholic Church. Via The Telegragge{10.41af(Jun
2015):&ignalling that Pope Francis is placing the isgelanate-changelat the centre of the agenda for
his papacy, ctharkghi Ifdbra tdhporoor 6, Cardinal Turkson

Rome: OWe have a serious responsibility to do eve
and the poor. It is a responsi bineddiréwarnihgs aboutthee wh ol
consequences of i nacti on, he i nsisted there i s st

l ost, 6 he sa&i ¢d.anHamasm . [@ayénkdeegoegle tabhe &dnly). T

[) [SCOTT WIGHTMAN] UK Ambassadospeaking athe National Assembly Climate Change
Forum in South Korea (Jun2014):The Fi nanci al Ti mes newspaper rece
climate change in the same way we look at the consequences of nuclear war. The risk of catastrophic
results justifies immediate, serious action. Secondly, tackling climate change brings huge economic
opportunitiesof or new sourcesTof growth and jobs. 6

m) [ZORAN MILANOVIC] Prime Minister of Croatiaaddressingheleaders eveniCOP21
Paris Climate Conference (2016)F ocus on ener gy effectiveness and
to opening of | arge number of the new 06green j ob
carbon are no longer effective. Instead tlegyasent the threat of destruction of Earth for future
generalfions. 0

Back toGroup 4Top or Index of Quoters
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Group 5.  Catastrophe narrative by further variant types (8) from mixed
authority sources and influencers (25 sources, 26 quotes)

5.1. Introduction

Seethemainintroductory notesegardinganarrativee gui val ence t o o&éThat astr o]
catastrophe narrative variants listed here incliatlek on bullet to gdo descriptionk
Engaginganxiety for chidren
Moral association
Attribution reinforcement
Agendaincorporation
The voice of innocence
Emotive Obitterso
Terminal metaphors

I Survivalist

Plus, ®els)i] above andj) belowfor merchants of doubNote All these categorieslpng with

those fromGroup 3andGroup 4 arefrequently nodiscrete and cacombine

=A =4 =4 4 -4 -4 A

5.2. Engaginganxiety for chidren

See Section 5.3.3 of tH&Go0Cbook for context.

Care for children is a powerful instinct within humans that is easily roused, lending power to an
argument if done in its name and assisting@aasmission of the argument. Inclusion within these quotes
is no doubt almost always matterggnuineconcerns, especially where parents cite their own children /
grandchildred and despite some cases, &ar)], looking rather more like stokinthis concern rather
thanexpressing realistic fegrsYet the infectious power of suaoncernin society can transcend the
issue triggeiing guilt in othersregarding our responsibility for childreand a need not to be seen as
failing in this respect. And while even the smallest possibility of catastrophe might appear to legitimize
inclusion ofanxiety for childrerin communication, migramingsuch possibilitiesloes far more harm
than good, andre paired up with a false catastrophe narrative having no, improgenotively
overwhelmed conditionagl¢he narrative combination has an amplified persuasive effect, promoting an
argument not based upon mainstream (or skeptical) sci@neehas tattempt arevaluaion outsidethe
engagement agfuchstrong concerto seewhat fears are actually in play.

Assuming an averagrirrent(2018)age of 9 (halfway to adulthood at)1&nd an average onset
of 0O c atirasa2066 (thdlfway between 2080d2100i a typically expressed range), then the
children at risk would be aged about 56 at onset. | doubthtbakpressed fears in these quotes would be
due to these 5@gearoldshaving topay rather more tax for disaster protectiwom a wealth thatsimuch
larger than their parents at this date if we belimamyof the economistOr even a wealth that is similar
Nor, terrible though it would bepuld such fears b#uesayto loss of some species and habitats beloved
of said parents. The emotion aroused is more visceral, fear of actuaNwrane the quotes mainly from
those in undeveloped countries (who will physically suffer much more from extreme wedtbtrer or
nat anthropogenic factors are the maause). Hence this expression of fear for chilisemphasiing a
truecatastrophe of the global collapse kind, something that would indeed make life very risky for existing
children inthedecades to comieactual plysical and welbeing harm$and some quotes are explicit on
this, e.g.7bc)]. And from the languagehis isat leastwhat nost listenersvill understandably h e arr 6
emotivelycomprehend
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Maybethe anxietyabout catastropheassimply overwhelmed logicsosomeknowledge of the
current status of mainstreasnience is1ot being evaluated with reason; this afterisbh typicalissue
with strong emotionOr a scientist isinderwiting fears withtheir ownnonmainstream theorgrojecting
the catastrophidOr someone is underwriting with anottsmientist s such t heory, which |
made clear rather than allowing audiesimedefault to an assumption béicking bymainsteamscience
Whatever the detailed reasonsall suchcases propagation of tieatastrophe narrative powerfully
amplified by aninclusion of (oftervery expressive, occasionally even Igrimbncern for childrenThis
highly emotive invocation makes recognition of false certainty behind the portrayaindfientglobal
catastrophenuchharderfor listeners taletect.

Note per the above rough calculation, wheretes narrative variants deployed aiseful grip
can be gainedntheimaginedtimescalefor catastrophe onsef suchisnd éxplicitly stated Because it €
presumablythecase thatear wouldfar less if thechildrenare likely toget toretirement age beforny
onset; and ditto for grandchildren abouty@@rs more outwards

Not only do psychologistgenerallyacknowledge thetrong effecof engaging anxiety for
children because most are themselves heavily influenced by the narrative of cataswopdastually
recommendleploying this rhetoric tactias a means of persuasiéior example, see the overview of Van
Langeetahered But h ow -dimerperspeclive [otiite regativefuture consequences of climate
change] be promoted? One way is to emphasize that the young and vulnerable, especialiyione's o
children, are the ones who need to deal with these fuiiWési | e o ne adism@ehuouspldyl t hi s
in the sense that the authors strengly biasedby their belief that thed i mmednisaerdgel v , i rrever
and6 e x p o n(feom thé avéndew) consequences are simply a mattaireddyproven hard science,
one would think thaif anyoneit is psychologistsvho might question why such a campaign employing
these rash tactics was actually needed alsavasstill anuphill battle dter threedecadesWhatever
onebdbs view regarding culpability, those psychol og
skids for still further propagation of the catastrophe narrative.

For particular examples, s8aa) that hadJK Prime Minster DavidCamerortying the main
motivation forpolicy actionregardingd t Eaghin perildto responsibility forandallegations from,
children Thisusageemphasizes guilt for inactioathermore than anxig, yet still via playing the
children cardPus, by associatiome underwrites thé p ewith rhaihstreantlimatesciencelt is very
clear thathe writer of5ab)truly and passionately thinks his son will likely have to survive civilizational
collapseargely dueto climatechange élso sei from the same perspremphasizing themotive but
honestexpression via whicengagement of anxiety for childreypically propagatesEven in this context
though the sheerstrength obac)i]is a surprisecomparing inaction on climathange to inaction
regarding the rescuingf children from a burning buildin¢similarly strong is/bc). For more examples
other Groupd$eatuing engagng anxiety for childrensee:li), 1n), 1ui], 1y), 3m), 6q), 6h), 6p), 6S), 62),
7bc), 7da), 7db), 7fa) and7fb). G

5.3. Moral association(Moral affront)

See Section 5.3.4 of tH&o0Chbook for context.
Establishing an issue as one that is fundamentally moesns thatomplexity and opposition
oftenget steamrolleredeneatimoral affrat. Our reactionsassociated with moraécognitionarethere
for in-group reinforcement adcceptabldaselinebehaviorqwhich are relative to group and era), and
affront works without the long process of having to navigate compléxity6 s a eaihour t cut . Y
complex modern world that shortcut is often challenged by the entanglement of many social groups (one
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size fits all solutions may be inappropriate), by scientific uncertainties, by the likelihood of unintended
social consequencéise. even wherghysical science on a particular issue having social impact is sound),
and more. Sometimes there jissgienuine complexity which needs to be carefully navigated rather than
steamrollered flat, in order to arrive at an equitable solution and without umijdended consequences.
Bearing all this in mindn thecontext ofclimate.changea powerfulpromotion of just one policy
view (swift and dramati@emissions reductiorgsa moralimperative whenan immature science is still
grappling with a wicked systerand with fossil fuels clearly having major social upsites will likely
cause more problems than it solvi@at whether or not thiturns out to b¢he case, doingobased upon
the pretext ba high certainty of imminerglobalcatastrophé e . g. citing O0the planet
01 i f e a&lgoimplfing khasuch is backed byainstream sciences illegitimate.Neverthelessthere
are many and varied examples of narrathagforge just such amoral association5bb)links the attempt
to science via the wordl r e s gandcitesith@d v i a b i | i t yon thefthrelt sidéaamplesSha)
being from the chairman of thBCC at the time, is the supposed representation of mainstream science,
and cites a very specific emissions poliegit also implies certainty of projectiffheyd had tho peakd
later than 2015)@andinvokesmorals viad s a ¢ r eplusglbbat tiygatiad pr ot ect fromhe pl anet
rise of more than 2 Celsius.
A mor al angle is not only iegakeeéqbyvaahenast a
j ust ireligoise qauri val ent s | i k anassaciaton vetldparficuldr sotisélaavicsso v i a
we consider immoral, such agminality orgreed Or implied moral wrongdoing via thedeploymenbf
a 0 gui Keywords /gpbrasés.are featured in the follonemgmples

T 1m)ij,6 deepl y. i mmor al &

T 2m),éno greater cri.me against humanity?®d

T 22,6justice requiresod

T 3b)é6gl obal | eaders have been guilty of willf

T 5ac)6some mad person keeps telling them that

T 5ce)0 When we inflict our greed upon natur e, [

T 6n,6work for a mor al r e v o hinable relationshipgent |l y nee
with natured

T 6v,6Thi s i s ssanatibpned corgorate terrorissnncarbon terrorism and
climate.terrorismd

f 7da)6 My frustration with these gfeedy, | ying

caused climate disruption is not a bélief

f 7db)b6how they could have s acheapfdssiidueld t he pl an:
e n e r(implied greed)

1 7fay)écurrent gen e r-ding noraldutyht@ther chiddmen and/ e r

grandchildren to.take i mmediate actiono
T 7hg,6 How can you ignore the severe sickness

connected t o a (mpliedcallpusness,dnthis metaphon 6
Gomeonéis the planettself). G

5.4. Attribution reinforcement

It is inappropriate tamply thata certainty ofmminentglobal catastrophic climatehange, an
emotive narrative not supported by mainstream scienceraaas digh confidence of anthropogenic
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attributionto specificweatherevents The emotive threat of catastropbeth global and local, in the
latter caseftenamplified byraw feeings that emergduringactuallocal disasterds redirected by this
narrativevariantt o r ei nf or c e astrongbeliefa d @imasil$ anthropogericaustionfor
extremeweatherevents And soproscribed action.

Example5ca)claims a clear link between (anthropogenic) clirdtange and damage from a
specific hurricanewhich emotivelyreinforcesa claim that the Paris Agreement iéenough and more
actionis needed. Yet mainstream science AB5SWGCdoes not identifjsuchclear linkagesor clear
proportion of contributionnor even if this were sior some specific extreme eventiaim anyhowthat
climatechange generally is@scuiid a | d e[whichloip knee ntt heezy siRitampcentparison in
examplelv), is aterminal metaphofor the planet or humanity

Example5cb)similarly raises the threat @f generalized futuré c | i ma fttogeinforceas i s 0
(speculativepnthropogenic determination regardmgrentweather events across the globe, in this case
to pressure for a very spdcifossilfuel usage policyscc)attempts to lay blame faery specific local
issues such as bushfirasd cyclonegand so related adversity todjrectly upon regional politicians who
are erceived as too soft on emissions reducti@mmceviad a r esul t o.fYetevénifmat e c hanc
attribution studies were far more advanced and could reagahetekrmire anthropogeniccontributiors
(if significant), which mainstream sciencerca@ctrrently do, thicontribution ®mes from the entire
global populationhence entangling every national and regional polidyateverthe perception of the
politicians being attacked and their specific policlegnessing high emotion from terrible lbeaents in
order to attack blamethese individualswhile hiding behind théi-jackedauthority of science and the
assertiorof currentlyd e x t r a cclimatechangein @ bad way, i.ea global catastrophe implying
many nore extreme events that arere severe / frequéntsn tfustified bythe ARSWGC/ mainstream
positionn whether or not extreme events such as those described (and rates witren® day become
extraordinary compared to history, and indeedrdaaly to ACOZ2rather tharto other marmadeor
natural factors

5cd)is a straightforwaréxample oftlimate catastrophe / locaeather linlage Assisted by
moral associatiorfgreed), exampl&ce)asserts a climatehange threat to our existence, whicimflated
withourageo | d f ear o f, emotivelyseinferées an mssunedrtainty of anthropogenic
causation, hencalsoa particular proscribed policysahe only way to salvation.

Citing specific normainstream science that claiasaccurate attribution for a particular event
would still not justify the inclusion of global climate catastrophe narratimessthe nonmainstream
science supporting a ¢ainty of global climate catastrophe (abséramaticemissionsuty was likewise
citedin addition to the attribution scienadsoma ki ng c¢l ear it i sndt mainstr e

See alsd.g) citing current hurricanes and earthquakgyciting the 2003 European heatwave,
1u)i] citing aurrent weather patterns and thenama d e  n a t u ranad lastiidb) €iting heatwades,
wildfires, storms and flood$Seeexample 7ea)and7eb)for more of this narrative variant from scientists,
which also features subtlparrative brm. See alsdrief commentin section7.6regardingstudies later
than AR5 whichclaimto knowincreased probability figures due to ACO2 for some specific extreme
weather event$s

5.5. Agendaincorporation

See Section 5.3.5 of tH&GoCbook for context.

This typetypically re-purpose theexisting momentum ahecatastrophe narrative to claim tae
is a solutionwithin another causeand hence energize that causeateasit leverages the catastrophe
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narrative to blamer attackthoseopposed tsuch a separate cau§&iven the catastrophe narrative is not
supported by mainstream (or skeptic) science, of course not mentioned, this is wholly inappropriate.

For example&db), 5dc), 5de), 5df) and5dg)the agenda is artiapitalism.For examplesda)the
agenda is anBrexit, and for5dd) it is antifracking While the lattehasindeeda directoverlap with the
climatechange domain vitnefossitfuelangle t hi s d o e gheceftaintynaf knminenti t i n g
climate catastrophe any more legitimate in relatiotméamainstream climate scienpesition 5dd) also
featuresattribution reinforement Seealsoexampleslp) and4m) above6 al t er nat i ve model s
owneraxddiod @ mo d e Ipresumably also represent@olitical agendasertainlydoes the
antkTrump3c). From sgentists seeexamples/aa)and7g) below.

This angle can be tHmasis of cultural alliances that emerge when there are many entanglements
between two narrative driven movements tierteratesignificantlymore mutual benegtthanthey do
downsidesYet this is a doubledged sworgasthere will indeed beomedownsdeswithin the net gain;
for instancen theclimatechangecase potentiallycausing perceivelypocrisyif too blatantly leveraging
climatecatastrophe foapre-existing causeYetl s ay 0,fbecauseanyconver@ed narratives that
might emerge awinners are the re#t of many thousands of mixésat are produced bypanypeople
who passionately belimthatone cause genuinely intersects titleeri so at the big picture level it i@n
adeliberatentent to deceiveWhile also some causgsnuinelydointersect (albeit future history is the
only objective arbiter), thmappropriatehigh certainty / urgency / featusfalsely claimed mainstream
sciencebacking of the catastrophe narratimeeanghatthe climatechangepartner inanycorresponding
soughtallianceis, relativeto mainstream scienceffectivelyplayingthebogieman.G

5.6. The voice of innocence

See Section 5.3.8 of t&Go0Cbook for context.

This is rally is a subset aéngaging anxiety for childreyet o6f r om t heir own mout
can feelguilty when morally upbraided by childrgyetin the caseof the climatecatastrophe narrative
is otheradultswho are putting this itothel a t tmeuths s
I6d or i gi ntiEslahgiew a thlodungéhtt e me dugte a High chansetdfaakfiteg | y
thatwill causesomeself-limitation. Even for thosdolks who knowlittle aboutthe climatedomain a
proportion would not feel guilbut rather suspect insteadschooling of thehildren(albeitthis would be
via systemicsubjectionto passionately helbiasesrather thardeliberate onefariousintenf. However,
since the date of thélimate Etc. guest po#htis file originally supportedthevoice of innocencangle has
exploded via children speaking out in the wake of Greta Thgrdoedthec hi | dr ends stri kes
(coverage not added into the file).
Nevertheless@ne people may reaoegatively (i.e. against the messagedxamples like&sea)
which via thevoice of children claimdhiiat he planet is slowly dyindue to the actions of adultget
apparently not slowly enough to give floemer achance to grow ugdnsteagtheymustdrop their
childhood pursuitandtakefull part in the fight which i$ t ksechdnce to save the planespecially
because adults arend@Gt doing enough, apparently.
57. %I 1 OEOA OAEOOAO0OS
No speeclerafted to produceoncertedaction is likely to be devd of emotion, nor should it
Yet overrelianceupon strong emotion or other rhetoric techniques, particularly if aligned to cultural
positions, is not so much communicating a messagéHdping to) manufacturéa false)one With this

in mind, dropgng into a speech eveshortemotivecues from variants of thelonate atastrophe narrative
is still a propagation of that narratiwghich will prompta range ofnterpretationghat overallcause
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significant bias regarding how the rest of (horeobjective)speech is understoo8uch cues arstill
powerful emotive flavoringbasedupon the culture of climate catastrophe.
Whatever one thinks of the message payload, e.g. regaayemissions policy or whatever, or
indeed whether future historyqves such policy right or wrong, speeches flavored in this manner will
propagate as much or more du¢hte catastrophe narrative flavoring than such congmtindeed
achieve more impaciue to the emotive persuasion. Such gains areatthisved unddialse pretenses,
i.e. not via mainstream sciencepolicyunderstanding, althougier many examples hecatastrophe
narrative generallis universallyused by authority sourceBhis category showsomeexamples of short
cuesthat aredropped into othevise more balanced speeches, hesigglar toa smalldrop of bitters in
drinks causng a strong emotive flavoring aligned to climate catastrophe.
Someof theseemotive bittergan be subtlé | leaveit to reades to make their own judgment
about where such deployment fades from catastrophe refetewcerto reasonable invocation of
environmental stewardshiplowever, from mywn perceptiorthe ordering of examplés, from strong
to weak 5fc), 5fd), 5fb), 5fa). So despitéd s er i ous consequences for al/l I i f
o w ncoupled with no definition b s eisbthatallows listeners to interpret the wadris their own ways,
5fa)is arguably readhng that point (although note it also containscarerwhelmed conditionagd i, &s 6
6t he rate currentl y o b sissanauthatity statethenpthatisinoténteredeld tobbg s c i
challengdunless by implication one challenges scieitsef.

Example5fb) deploys aremotive bitteria engaging anxiety for childremand is arguably a grade
strongerastheformdepr i ves sours sawmadcd heir chil drenteads a r eal
toimply a more urgent timescale ftirelack ofafuture, as one presumes the unborn childrei ofu r
S u ¢ ¢ ewodldbe botrfairly nearterm. Exampléfd) dropsind We dondét h,aeoeman pl anet
meme these days. While the context of the speech is clearlymada climatechange, similar phrases
have been usadglithin a widerenvironmental stewardship conteht the dsence of explicit catastrophe
referencethe implication druining planet A via mamade climate catastrophen®reindirect yet not
absentExample5fc) dropsind s a v e t, ang aspith a@ll eneotivé bittershis works via audiences
knowingmore explicit contextrom many other public messagés this casevhatthe planeis supposed
to need saving from, i.e. climate catastrophe due to A@Qhis case the context of the speechgs al
clear, but t hat Howeverdespitthidismatprgphtase eatastrapteco) equivalent
i s explicitly stated, sa think the dropin qualifies as aemotive bitterMainstream science deaot
supportacertainglobal catastrophe that trashes plangbrfalternatively the necessity of theutedswift
anddramatic actiong ordertod s a v e  t. Dreabspnt thoseaattidrthat childrenacross the planet
born sometimeguite soon will have no real future. uably it does suppoit s er i ous @ansequenc
examplesfa), although this dependgonwh at &éseri ou 6 really means.

5.8. Terminal metaphors

See Section 5.3.6 of tH&G0Chbook for context.
These appearot to be rare withiguotes fronpoliticians or green NGOs or (usually progresyive
activists orjournalids. A couplefrom the latter are includeals exampleSga) and5gb). Seealsolv),
2e)ii], 2u), 31) and4b) for further examplefrom the authority sources abowus, exampl&a)invokes
T. S. Eliotdéds famous | ines to rai seMuesurpegimgly,i ve spe
this blunt variant ofcatastrophe narrativie also propagated lyuitea number ocientists. See the
terminal metaphodescription inGroup 7for a full explanation of this variaiisection7.9), plus5ac)
6b), 6¢), 6d), 6q), 6h), 6t), 6V), 6y), 7ha) 7hb) 7hc), 7hd)and7ea)for examples from scientist&
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5.9. Survivalist

Some of the more passionategnsplay a kind of informalesuitrole within the climatechange
domain,a hair-shirt police forcewhotypically castigate orthodoxy for its sluggishness and conservatism
while remindng everyone otheterrible calamitythatmustawait us These uncompromising individuals
minimize hopefrom thehope and feaequation as theyworry it will encourage complacenggometimes
this motiveis explicit), keepingonly atiny flame burning(in religious terms preaching much more about
sinthanaboutsalvatior). Yet with theirbelief inthe catastroptt alsoat the fervehend of the scale, this
inevitablyresultsin a (probablywery small)groupof survivalists, who actually have to prepare for the
worst, or at least urge everyone to do Because thelgavetruly convincedhemselveshatthe worstis
virtually unavoidableExample5h) features thisurvivalistmotivation, as doesxample5ab), in which
Erik Assadouriarsays he is raising iison in a way that increases the odds th@lthwevivedt he comi ng
ecol ogical transition (a@d probable civilizationa

5.10. The Quotes

ag [DAVID CAMERON] UK Prime Ministeraddressing the leaders eved©OP21 Paris
Climate Conference (2015): S ¢ mel take this argument the other way around. Not what we need to
succeed we all knowthabb ut what we would have to say to our ¢
to say, o0it was all too difficult®¢ WWhattwaey wobul
was so difficult when the earth was in peril? When sea levels were rising in 2015? When crops were
failing? When deserts were expanding? What was it that was so difficult? Was it difficult to agree on 2
degrees? Was it difficult when @rof scientists the world over have said that climate change is urgent
andmanmade and mustlT be addressed?d
ab) [ERIK ASSADOURIAN] Senior Fellow at the Wordwatch Institute, one efttip ten
sustainable development research orgs (says Globescan), founde8deZijregardinghis positionon
climatechange Sampledrom personal website bio (1®larch 2018)0 Er i k al so spends abc
every day raising his son, Ayhan, and is trying to do so in a way that increases the odds that Ayhan will
survive the coming ecological transit (and probable civilizational collapse). When time allows, which it
rarely does, Erik is writin about this at raisin
ac) [STE-AN RAHMSTORH Oceanographer and climatologist, Professor of Physics of the
Oceans at Potsdam UniversiilyLetteri n r esponse to science communi cat

do you feel about cHFomatiemedhahglede (ROILS?Ydr eam. I
discover a remote farm house on fire. Children are cddimigelp from the upper windows. So | call the
fire brigade. But they dondt c¢come, because some m

situation is getting more and more desperate, but | cant convince the firemen to get going. Wedenot

up fr om t hiiijsAndin andtetordae Remm@2014f Wh at c¢cl i mate scienti st
decades is now beginning to come true: We are pushing the climate system across dangerous tipping

points. Beyond such points things like ice sheet collapse becesustséting and unstoppable,
committingourchilr en and chil drends children to massive p
the first of these tipping points has already been crossed. More tipping points lie ahead of us. | think we

should try hard tTo avoid crossing them.d
Back toGroup 5Top or Index of Quoters

ba) [R.K. PACHAURI] Chairman of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), as
recordedn United Nations coverage (20089))Wh i | e hear t ened t-B)debderstm@ Gr oup
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recognized the broad scientific view of limiting temperature increases to 2 degrees Celsius, he said
adhering to that limit mant that global emissions had to peak no later than 2Qu&t six years from
now. If the United Nations did not act in time, those gathered today would be failing in their sacred duty
to protecI the planet. 0
bb) [ROWAN WILLIAMS] Ex Archbishop of Canterbury (leader of tAaglican Communion,
the4™ largest ChristiatCommunion). Master of Magtene college, Cambridge. VEnvisionation
(2015):Rowan Wiliamsé The t i mescal es suggested at present foc
stability, the viability, of humanity on this planet becomesre alarming the more research appears and
thatds why we just need to be aware of all the op
tackling climate change a moral issue? Rowan Williams: It is crystal clear to me that we are talking abo
moral issues here. We are not merely talking about how to make ourselves feel more comfortable. We are
talking about what we owe to our fellow human beings. Given the scale of the threat, given the fact that it
weighs most heavily on those least abfgrétect themselves, my inclinations is to say that if this
guestion of whether carbon emissions isIT not a mor
Back toGroup 5Top or Index of Quoters
ca) [ANTONIO GUTERRE$ UN SecretaryGeneral speakingof hurricane damage during a
visit to Caribbean islands (Oct 2018)The | i nk bet ween <c¢cl i mate change a
witnessing is clear, and thereascollective responsibility of the international community to stop this
suicidal development. And for that, it is essential that the Paris Agreement on climate change is fully
endorsed and respected but also to recognize that the commitments madeanrParisn ot Tenough . 6
cb) [JOAN WALLEY] Chair of the UK environmental audit committee of MPaid(March
20140 The UK government and Bank of England must not
exposure in the world economy. The redmehking extreme weather events causimaos across the
globe should be a walp call. The transition to a lowwarbon economy will be much more painful if we
wait until there is a climate crisis before recog
will have to remainit h e g r(Somdimes nMalattributed to Christin&igueres)T
cc) [RICHARD DI NATALE & SARAH HANSON YOUNG] Green Party leader in Australia,
via The AustraliafMar 2018)6 sai d t he government had been doing ¢
countryod6s transition to renewable energy. Austr al
few days wedve seen bushfires savage Tathr a, Bega
Darwin. In Tathra we heard this morning that 70rhes and other buildings have been destroyed. In my
home region of South West Victoria, 18 homes have been destroyed around the towns of Terang, Garvoc,
Camperdown and Gazette. 40,000 hectares have been burnt. We are seeing climate change in our

everydayW es have an i mpact on the a@Ti sk of bushfires t
From the same articlé: Sout h Australian Greens senator Sar a
were gettingmore severed f r equent |, 0as aofreauftitvedl ichi@anhbkbect

and | was watching the weather on the news saying that some of those coastal areas were 39 degrees
yesterday, at t he e n-toungfoldBky Nev®,Tdh esRrracidinary chadgest s o n
going on in our climate, and yes, bushfires, we know the science has been telling us this for a long time,
more and more extreme weather events, more severe and more frequent, is a result of climate change, and
itds oneeasfonshewhkyeywer candt take our foot off the
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emissions, reducing pollution, and that means, here in Australia, getting out of exporting more and more
coal to the rest of the world, which is only going to make climategh&a w dnove aepay. liik].T

cd) [MARTHINUS VAN SCHALKWYK] South African Environmental and Tourism Minister.
Via AllAfrica (Feb 2006)6 C a p e i TThew\festern Cape's unrelenting heat, even during the winter
season, is the tip of a global warming catastrophe waiting to unfold, Environmental and Tourism
Minister Marthinus van Schalkwyk waned today. Speaking at the first anniversary of the Kyoto
Protocol [coming into force] here today, Mr Van Schalkwyk released scientific data on the impact of
climate change thatIpainted a gloomy picture. 0

ce) [SUSHMA SWARAJ] Indian External Affairs Minister speaking at the United Nations
General Assemblyia NDTV (Sept2017)o I had i denti fied climate change
of the significant dangers to our existenceé ¢€éWhe
explaes. We must learn to live with the imperatives, cycles and creative urges of nature; in that lies, our
own salvation. We have just witnessed hurricanes, earthquakes, rains that inundate, storms which
terrify. This is not a mere coincidence. Nature seaitiarning to the world even before the world's
leadership gathered in New York at the United Nations through Harvey. Once our gathering began an
earthquake struck Mexico and a hurricane landed in Dominica. We must understand this requires more
serious actin than talk. The developed world must listen more carefully than others, because it has more
capacities than others. It must help the less fortunate through technology transfer and Green Climate
Financing- that is the only way to save future generati@nib.

Back toGroup 5Top or Index of Quoters

da)[CAROLINE LUCAS] UK MP for Brighton Pavilion, former leader and-t@ader of the UK
Green PartyVia twitter (Oct 2018):0 Wi t h  j ust 12 years |l eft to avoid
need an environment secretary dedicated to working across borders to create a fairer, healthier, safer
societydnotasd-pr omot i ng architect of an (€aledioutloyn ment al | vy
Richard To). T

db) [EVO MORALES] President of Bolivia. At Paris Climate Summaig The Telegraplflook
for 12:50] (2015)0 We a e tedayttcevoice our deep concern at the dramatic effects of climate change
in the world to date. These are threatening our existence and the existence of mother earth. Saving mother
earthtosavelifet hat i s our endeavour .oktheBaernmerksefscapdalist O ur gen
powers of the world for them to stop destroying o
dangerously close to its end. . (FregalchivelinkD i t al i st sy

dc) [DAVID CAMFIELD ] A founder member frontherelatively neworganisatiorSolidarity
Winnipeg author ofWe Can Do Better: Ideas for Changing Socidtyaches at the University of
Manitoba. ViaCanadian Dimesion(May 2018)00 C| i mat e change i s already ha
bad news is that thereds very strong evidence tha
change that will have fareaching effestaround the world, especially in the imperialized countries of the
Global South. There is a vast gap between the continuing growth of greenhouse gas emissions and the
massive reductions of emissions needed to prevent widespread catastrophes. In altadiaitf
dRevolution in a Warming World: Lessons from the Russian to the Syrian Revold@#omtreas Malm
writes,Leni n spoke of the catastrophe of his time as
contradictions to a Jweeacdsesode ugemdearlilred eworilnd ensi t
nations O6to the brink of dooméé Climate c-hange i s
first century, speeding up the contradictions of late capitalism d above all the growing chasm
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between the evergreen lawns ofthe rich and the precariousness of propertyless existenced and
expedit[ing] one local catastrophe after another. In advanced capitalist countries, we could see even
more aggressive attacks on public health care, education and social services as ttatesadite they
spend more in response to floods, droughts and ot
international migration out of regions of the South hit hard by climate change leading to an
intensification of racism and repressiand the growth of fascist and other far right movements. As more
catastrophes happen and cause problems for capitalists and governments in advanced capitalist countries,
ruling-class strategists will attempt to come up with responses to reduce the ohplatiate change and
manage these profdlems on their terms.o

dd) [FRACK OFF] UK antifracking organizationfrom their websit€sampled July 2018, the
web-page says 2015): G| obal temperatures are currently only
ago, whichhas already proved to be hugely destructive and has resulted in a huge increase in natural
disasters over the past decade, and the last year in particular. Within 20 or 3@ yedlrgvithin most
peopl edd&t hlei fagtmone h er e § sto rdise by €egrads.lAltheughi tiswhsi k e | 'y
generally considered a oO0safedé6 temperature, the ev
effects of temperature increases are much more serious than most scientists expected. If we carry on at the
current rate of increasing emissions, then apocalyptic temperatures are likely to be reached, with much of
the Earth becoming uninhabitable and billions of
rejecting the use of fossil fuels (coal, gas andadl)k-wi de 6dash for gasd makes n
method of natural gas extraction, it accesses new reserves of fossil fuel and results in vast amounts of
greenhouse gas being released into the atmosphere, exacerbating the rise in global teffiberature.
energy that should be invested in exploring real alternatives, is instead being directed at finding tiny
pockets of gas, and is destroying the Earth in the process. While the UK is only one small part of a bigger
picture, given our historical respongity for (quite literally) blazing the trail to the endtate of
industrial civilisation, the UK would probably be more influential than most in encouraging humanity to
pull back fIrom the brink.d

de) [IAN ANGUS] Author and editor of Climate and Capitalism websiia,the Socialist
Workerarticle How can we save the planet and stop catastrophic climate ch&hgg2017)6 T h e
environmental conditions that have sustained human civilisation throughout its history are collapsing,
capitalism is to blame and only socialism hasthégsolon. That 6s the warning sou
aut hor and editor of C(frégearehivelinkaind Capi talism websi

df) [JONATHON PORRITT] Program director, Forum for the Future, and chair of the UK
Sustainable Development Commission (an executivedepartmental public body and company wholly
owned by the UK, Welsh, Scottishand Ndnrer n | rel and gover nmefsdug . Wr i ti
70, pg30/31, last paragraph (Jan 20@)Y he col | apse of the wondnglds bank
disaster of accelerating climate change are not separate phenomena. They are simply the most visible
symptoms of a particular model of capitalism that will bring civilisation to its knees. But those symptoms
will not get sorted unless and until wemmit to a radical transformation of the way we create and

di stribute wealtTh in the world today. d

dg) [NAOMI KLEIN] Canadian author, social activist, and filmmaker known for hetipali
analyses and criticism of corporate globalization and of capitalism. Awarded the Sydney Peace Prize for
her activism on climate justice. From her NYT (riation) bestseller listed his Changes Everything:
Capitalism vs. the Climateg18,via Wikiquote (2014):0 We have not done the thing
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to lower emissions because those things fundamentally conflict with deregulated capitalism. ...We are
stuck because the actions that would give us the best chance of averting catastrapiveuld benefit

the vast majoritfi are extremely threatening to an elite minority that has a stranglehold over our

economy, our political process, and most of our majoianoediets. ...It is our great collective misfortune

that the scientific community made its decisive diagnosis of the climate threat at the precise moment when
those elites were enjoying more unfettered political, cultural, and intellectual power thandiat

since the 19208 (Wikiquote last sampled 9th May 2021].
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ea)[64 CHILDREN FROM 20 COUNTRIES] Attendingh i | dr enbés Clihmate Conf
Sweden. In addition to presenting a communiqué to thaiStv&nvironment Minister (Ms. Romson) to
take b COP21, 3 children from the conference travelled to Paris themselves to present the document to

world leadersVia the Manitoulin Expositor(2015):6 The communi qu®, or O6Chil dr e

written and signed through thumbprints by the 64 children who attended the conferencectineent

called on the adults of the world to 6act 1|ike a
oWe are the kids, and we will fight to save th

we see our schools float away in rising water. We see the ice melting, and starving psliar dugrar

land. We see our water wells drying out. And we see black smoke killing people. But we will fight to save
the world. We see kids, and we see typhoons hitting our home. We see big people cutting down trees, and
we feel how the air sometimes is hartreathe. We see how the forest is burning. But we will fight to
save this world. o

OWe are kids, and we |ike to play,é continues
and read books. We like to sing and dance. But now we will fight to savertieWe are kids, and we
have to pay for mistakes that we havendt made. Yo

scared. But our future children should live in a better world than this. So we will fight to save the world!
We ar e kstilld/aung anddndve eelot to learn. But this is the last chance to save our planet, and
we dondét have the time to grow up. Our planet is
tell you adults: act like us kidsand fight to save the wiord T 6 0
Back toGroup 5Top or Index of Quoters

fa) [ASA ROMSON] Swedish Minister for Climate and the Environment plus Deputy Prime
Minister, inPR for a budget proposiaclusive of climate / energy related investment (Oct 20d4):t | s
time to take responsibility. I f the earthds temper e
predicted by scientists, it will have serious consequences for all life on the planet, including our own. The
new Government will therefore act atlhmational and global level to take the lead is this work. Sweden
wi || pave the way and show what is possibITe, whil

fb) [ENDA KENNY] Prime minister of Irelandspeech at Paris climate sumi@015):0 T h e
negotiations this week will be very difficult buwe are serious then we should leave Paris with an
ambitious and binding agreement that will ultimately limit global temperature increase to less than 2
degrees above predustrial levels. In this regard, | wish to salute the leadership the French Repablic
brought to hosting the negotiations. | encourage our negotiators to bring this process to a successful
conclusion next week. Letds send the signal the w
and their children of areal futurebefor t hey @r e born. 6
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fc) [ERNA SOLBERG] Prime Minister of Norwagpeech at Paris climate sumif@015):

ONorway will work constructively with al/|l parties

or gameplaying. This is the time to act and to put our best foot forward. To save our plenystther

We must | ive up to the worl dds expeclt ations. We m
fd) [SAULI NIINISTO] President of the Republic of Finlansheech at Paris climate summit

(201506 Just during these three minutes, the carbon d

with 200 000 tons. This is twentymes the weight of the Eiffel tower. Outside this venue citizens, civil
society and business are waiting for our leadership on turning the curve in the fight against climate
change. Also future generations will look upon us. We have no choice butd@agr€limate
Agreement that can exclude the worst consequences
the onTy one. 0
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ga)[JEREMY LENT] Author and founder of the nonprofit Liology Institute, contributor to
various publications such as the Huffington PBstsilience andOpen Democracgan independent
global media platform attracting over 8 million visits per yedid. Common Dreamghe popular
progressive news website (Sept 2007): magi ne youdre dri vinoggagvweyr shiny

curvy road. You turn a corner and realize youdre
on your brakes, youd6d probably skid and damage yo
heading straight for the crowd, knowingey 61 | be kil l ed and mai med, but
no-one will be able to catch you and you might just get awayfsecoe e . Of course, thatds
behavior and | expect youdd never makhdds t hat deci s
collectively taking in the face of thle gl obal cat

gb) JOHN BELLAMY FOSTER Professor of sociology at the University of Oregon, and since
2006 the editor of he Monthly Revievthe longest continuously publishedcialist magazine in the
United States. FromA Resistance Movement for the Plasetinterviewin Left Voice(July 2017 viaThe
Bullet): 6 We a mumawayrtrairmaheaded over the climate cliff as we stoke the engine with more coal to
increase its speed.

éWe are already facing growing catastrophes du
soaring temperatures, scarce water, and extreme weatlarsHip has in many ways already sailed. The
earth is going to be much less hospitable to human beings in the future. What we are trying to avoid at
this point is something else: as James Hansen say
Catst ropheé: o6a dynamic situation that is out of [ |
increase of 4° C or even higher, which would threaten the very existence of human civilization, and
countless human beings. Even worse it would point éodbssible extinction of our species. In this sense,
dystopian views dond6t quite get at the severity o
novel could projeét after all a dystopian novel has to have at least one human remainirgtat le
temporarily.

eéln such situations optimism or pessimism are
determination in facing up to seemingly insurmountable odds. What we have to do is not so difficult on
the face of it, if we just look at the direoblegical measures that we need to take. What makes it seem like
an insurmountable problem is the monstrosity of global capitalist sdilety.
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h) [RUPERT READ Dr (philosophy). Author. Twenty+ years contributor to Philosophy
department at the University of East Angliat@ly creating a center for Wittgenstein studies). Chair of
Green House UK think tank. Former Green Party spokesperson plus MP and MEP candidate, and
councilor (Norwich Wensum Ward 2004 to 2011). Columnist in both the local (East Anglia) and national
(the Guardian, the Independent, the New Statesman) press, pluseggmair appearances on BBC radio
(3 & 4). ViaGreen WorldJul 2018)6 Whi | e cl i mate opti mism may make u
looming climate crisis, does it inhibit the urgent, significant action needed to avoid the catastrophic
civilisational breakdown threatened by runaway climate change?

éBut any \baring rhirackes, this civilization is going down. It is time we stopped
engaging in the absurd coeonpttoirniiisonmds. alntd sp rteitneen cneosw
realism. That entails not only an epic struggle to mitigate and adapt, an epic Isttoggke on the
climatecriminals, but also starting to plan seriously for civilizational decline and collapse. This
planning, for the sake of brevity, means thing like: planning for greateresialice; building
community; crafting values and a spindlity for a more local and Earthly future; creating sbaaks;
learning to grow food; and getting yourself and your loved ones apaoidé vest.

And for those Greens who simply cand6t give up
pull off a mirale, here's the cure in the tail: we must wake up to the remorseless logic with which | began
this little piece as it is possibly our best remaining (albeit slim) chance of truly appreciating just how
desperate our situation now is, and thus of having ssliglkt hope of still being able to head off the
otherwise inevitable collapse that awaits us.

Furthermore, if we start living now in a way that prefigures a future in which we cannot rely on
any of the accoutrements of this civilisation, then we willtheisg to undergo the very transformation
that this civilisation needs to survive.

€éThis civilisation is going doéwetransfaridéns s, | ust
revolutionary, unprecedented Ways undreamt of in

Back toGroup 5Top or Index of Quoters

Group 6.  Generic catastrophe narrative from individual climate /
environmental / other scientists (26 sourc es, 30 quotes)

6.1. Introduction

Seethemainintroductory notesegardinganarrativee qui val ence t o déa@atastr o]
onwards= climate scientistg) onwards= environmentahndother scientistgcluding meteorologists
andscience policy wonkdNote theboundarybetween thesgroups isfuzzyas 6cl i mat ed i s an)
cross discipline topic, and some folk@me froma core area such as geology orti@mistry and then
migrate over timénto climate related studie$So, depending on quite hotke lineis drawn vould shift
which group a fewpartcular scientists appear.iin addition see5ac)and2w) above Note Scientists
propagating catastrophe narrative canodt be regard
to the IPCC, seEndnote %, despite a subseate taken some part in the IPCC process Eseimote 4.

6.2. The Quotes

a)[ANDREW GLIKSON] Earth and Paleclimate Scientist, Visiting Fellow at the Australian
National University, Research School of Earth Science, the School of Archaeology and Anthropology,
and the Planetar$cience Institute, and a member of the ANU Climate Change Institute. i] Aaticke
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Progressivg2016):0 I t f ol | ows t hat , itywhasthoetatigersdentifichnstitutionsh e maj o
(NASA, NOAA, NSIDC, Hadley-Met, Tyndale, Potsdam, CSIRO, World Academy of Science, IPCC

and so on), based on the bulk of the evidence, indicate beyond reasonable doubtehdedmenissions

of greenhouse gesinevitably lead to a major shift in the terrestrial climate, and thereby the demise of

humans and of species, a toleration and/or condoning of continuing emissions by governments

contravenes at the very | east drituealtergtionofithe climdte i nt er
over populations and nations constitutes an assault against humanity and nature and yet, to date, while
spending about $2 trillion dollars each yearortsal | ed o0def enseod, it appears

institutions are paralyed, unable to avert the portents of a climate catastrophe. While humans are in
many circumstances able to negotiate, no negotiation is possible with the basic laws of physics which
domi nat e t he icvialThe&dneersaioian 2018)0 ood pl anets are hard
iii] ViaGlobal Researcto Rar el y has the full extent of the clin
mainstream media, including the ABC, as contrasted with the proliferation of pseigthze
infotainment programs, where attractive celebribes o mot e s pace t rfaldrisdin € Gi ven
extreme weather events, signs of the impending global climate tipping points are everywhere, from
hurricanehit Caribbean islands and southeast US, to cyclanaged and sea level rafected
southwesPacific islands, to flooded south Asian regions such as Kerala and Pakistar¢é&vdistated
regions in southern Europe and California, to the
be a future investigation of those who have been, cantoyuppromote and preside over the rise in carbon
emissions, with the consequent climate calamity, this would be recorded by survivors as the greatest
crime ever perpetraffed by the Homo 6sapiensd. o

b) [ANDREW WEAVER] Lansdowne Professor and ex Canada Research Chair in climate
modelling and analysis in the School of Earth and Ocean Sciences at the University of Victoria.
Regarding evidence O6nowd t tbadWarnhingXaNBE News(Jan t he mai n
2007 The smoking gun is definitely Ilying on the ta
Mahlman, who eviewed all 1,600 pages of the first segment of the gianpfaur t { I PCC} report
evidence ... is compelling. 6 Andrew -AMtha,went , a Can
even further: O0This isnd6t BnsmogahgctguaodisAmbk magem
writing in the Huffington Post, also about proof of human causation for global warming (Sept@@12):
here we now have a {Canadigiejernment willingly and knowingly committing future generations to
ecological collapse and untold climedted catastrophek.t ' s krfowihgd since they have read, and
selectively quoted from, our study on the warming potential of coabwviiling 6 because despite this,
they are introducing policies that will ensure we have-Goad electricity plants spewing greenhouse
gases into the atmosphere for decades to come. Will future generations hold these ideologues in Ottawa
accountable for their actions? | certainly hopéFEo.

c) [DAVID KAROLY ] via The Australiar{April 16",2013):6 Emi nent Austral i an c
scientist David Karoly has warned that by driving
country. Our coal exports are by far Australia's greatest contribution to climate change at about 140 per

a

cent of domestic emissions in 201 P (Urifortunately evemrchived o e s n 6t glet for free) .

d) [ERIC RIGNOT] Glaciologist and pfessor of Earth system science at the University of
Californi a, Il rvine, and Senior Resear cGimagci ent i st
Change: The Elevator Pit¢la video atlimatecrocks.confFebruary 20150 The sci ence i s | oc
impact of that [warming] on the climate, the impact on humans, the impact dav&athe impact on
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precipitaton.t 8 s gonna be the i mpact on food producti on,
pretty serious i mpac tdversity, whtsin gyopinmoais dven biggergharc t on b
seal ev el rise, right, thewhdathewadrceays ao¥yfi rsgp,ecwheast. rmao
sayi ng, is these changes are occurring very fast.
not good. So we have to change, we have ommonchange
sense. We didnoét | eave the stone age because we r
because burning oil is not good for the climate,
society, itds aéwaiyt owseTd ihvueged shi ft in the
€) [HANS JOACHIM SCHELLNHUBER Theoretical physicist. Chief (German) government

advisor on climate and related issues during Germ

Director, Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Resedtdim an interviev with the German newspaper
Saarbruecker Zeitung, videutsche Well¢2008):6 Sc hel | nhuber warns duthat prev
climate change and its catastrophic effects were
developments are occurring more quickly than it has been assumed up until now ... We are on our way to

a destabilization of the world climate thatshadvanced much further than most people or their
governments realizeé When only one side fails to
[sic] a disastrous climate changd wi b e i ii] éersomakobskereation By David Spiatthe work

he preparel or a SenlaMRLI @QATI ONS OF CLI MATE CHANGE FOR ¢/
NATIONAL SECURITYA in his role within the National Centre for Climate Restoration (Aug 2017):

0Asked at a 2011 conference in Melbourne about th
and German government advisor, Prof. Hans Joachim Schellnhuber, repliedaotwod s : 0 Hu ma n
civiliBationo6. 6

f) [DAVID LINDORF channelingHAROLD WANLESS]Former is a founding member of
ThisCantBeHappenind!atter isProfessor and chair of the Department of Geological Sciences at the
University of Miami's College of Arts and Sciencesmmunicating about climate change andlseel
risefor over three decadeSlimatologist In addition to geology, research on glacial melting sea
levelrise, plus hurricane effects on coastal environments, evolution of mangrove coastal wetlands and
anthropogenic effects on coastal and shallow marine environnvéaiSounterpunchpublished early
Feb 2017, but most seems sourced from late 20¥%nless, who has for some time been predicting ice
melting rates and resulting séewvel rises that are far in excess of what the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) has been predicfingas much as 10 feet by 2050 and 15 or 20 feet by the end of

this century, vs. just three feetforthe IP@GCs ay s, 0 Sc i e nrteitsttys ctoennsde rtvoa thiev ep.
|l i ke to scare people, and we dondt | i ke to step o
is going to spin out of hand pretty quickly. 6 He
thingscaamove pretty fast, and when that déhéappens thatod

€ So there you have it my fellow humans: it's at least possible that we could be looking at an epic

extinction event, caused by ourselves, which could include exterminatirmywouspecies, or at least

what we call 6civilization, 6 in as Ilittle as nine
What is particularly galling, in thinking about this, is the prospect that eight of those last years

might find us living in a country led by Donald Trump, a climatkange dnier who seems hdlént on

promoting measures, like extracting more oil from the Canadian tar sands, the North Dakota Bakkan

shale fields and the Arctic sea floor, as well agpemning coal mines, that will just make such a dystopian

future even morelely than it already is.
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The only o6bright sided to this picture is that
because we've already, during the last eight Obama years and the last eight Bush years before that,
dithered away so much time that thelwam already in the atmospher@bout 405 ppm- has long since
passed the 380 ppm level at which, during the last warming period of the earth, sea levels were 100 feet
higher than they are today.
That is to say, we're already past the point of no refamd it's just the lag being caused by the
time it takes for ice sheets to melt and for the huge ocean heat sinks to warm in response to the higher
carbon levels in the atmosphere that is saving us from facing this disaster right now.
Itis at this stage ahe game either too late to stop, or we should be embarking on a global crash
program to reduce carbon emissions the | iTkes of w
g) [JASON BOX Professor in Glaciology, and Greenland ice climatologist, based at The
Geologic Survey of Denmark and Greenland (GEW&).the Daily Mail(Aug 2014)6 The | eaki ng g
from the seafloor may have its origins in qmiag clusters of methane trapped in frozen water due to

hi gh pressure and | ow temperature. Scientists at
a surprise,d which, accor ddiWed rteo olhir aBdx ,ajiexctam yun
unmanageable heating scenario, and we need to get
OWe're f**ked at a certain point, right? |t just

and eventually the dragon becomes pissed offenooght r ash t he pl ace. 6 Same ar
|l ot of this, 6 Dr Box told Mot®Benhoardlyeabst oiny . da

h) [JAMES HANSEN]Up to 2013head of NASA GISS. iln Guardian articléFeb 2009):
0 @ly in the last few years did the science crystallize, revealing the urgencylanet really is in peril.

I f we do not change course soon, we will hand our
his boolStorms of My Grandchildref 2 0 1 1) : OPl anet Eart h, creati on, t
devel oped, the world with climate patterng$ that w

In aNational Public Radiinterview with Guy RaZApril 2017):6 | magi ne a gi ant astero
collision course witlcarth. That is the equivalent of what we face now, yet we dither taking no action to
divert tHWe asteroid. o

i) [KEVIN ANDERSON)] Deputy Director, Tyndall Centre for Climate Changedesh. InThe
Scotsmanvia hisWiki entry (2009):6 Cur r ent Met Offi ce projections re
intervening 17 year$ in which emissions of climate changing gases such as carbon dioxide havé soared
has set the world on a path towapisgential 4C rises as early as 2060, and 6C rises by the end of the
century. Anderson, who advises the government on climate change, sadtbguences were
oterrifyingdé. OFor humanity it's a matter of |I|ife
extinct as a few people with the right sort of resources may put themselves in the right parts of the world
and survive. But | thinkt's extremely unlikely that we wouldn't have mass death at 4C. If you have got
a population of nine billion by 2050 and you hit 4C, 5C or 6C, maght have half a billion people
s ur vi \[Wiknentdy last sampled 12th May 2021].

j) [MICHAEL MacCRACKEN] Chief scientist at the Climate Institute in Washington. Until
2001, he coordinated the US gover nmenMadB8S studi es

News(Mar 2007)o0 We 6 r e on a path to exceeding |l evels of gl
consequences, and we really need to be seriously reducing emissions, not just reducing thetgrasvth ra
the presidlent is doing. o6
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k) [MICHAEL OPPENHEIMER] Professor of gesciences, Princeton (and has taken a leading
role in various environmental and science policy related fesyiespecially with regard to acid rain).
Via Reutersé S c o r ¢ hhigh windk and londry conditions are fueling catastrophic wildfires in the
U.S. West that offer a preview of the kind of disasters that htoaased climate change could bring, a
trio of scientists said on Th whasgbbaywarmimgvVéalyt wedr e

|l ooks | i ke, d Princeton Universityods Michael Oppen
l' i ke heat, it looks Iike fires, it Il ooks |ike thi
whatweca expect to seedlmore of in the future.é

I) [PAUL BECKWITH and JOHN NISSEN] Paul: Physicist gparttime Professor of geography
at the University of Ottawa ardimate §stem scientistJohn: Chair of the Arctic Methane Emergency
Group AMEG). AMEG press conferenc COP20 in Lima (Dec 2014pauloo é We f eel i n AME(
that we carry a burden, erm of knowledge abouté t
climate chage, how, how, the climate system, how quickly it can respond, how quickly it can change, and
we feel this two degrees Celsius message that is, we hear all the time from the IPCC is not really the
benchmar k that i s i mpor JolanNissen ti®ahairmadal AMEG,lared heé voll i nt r
go into the details of, of what, what wedve just
Johndo é Cl i mate change is happening now, itdés the
exhibited all over the northern hemisphere. Erm, andjahdd s about to get far wors
change the world has been observing recently is, is, due to Arctic warming. The Arctic has been warming
much faster than the rest er, of the plaifethe Arctic continues to warm, things will get worse and
worse, and wedl | end up with that situation descr
become uninhabitable I dm afraid. Soé that os, and
what ds going on? Wel Iigiouscycle bf waminygrard imeltmg. This ssthe stast r t e d
of a runaway meltdown of the, of, of the whole of the Arctic icecap. It has to be stopped. AMEG believes

that it can be stopped by cooling the Awwthat c qui c
can be done. The public is not being told the truth about Arctic meltdown. Governments are doing
nothing to stop Arctic meltdown. This i68 why | dm

m) [PETER WADHAMS] Professor of Ocean Physics, and Head of the Polar Ocean Physics
Group in the Department of Applied Mathematics and Theoretical Physics, University of Cambridge.
President of the International Association for the Physical Sciences ot#am©Commission on Sea
Ice. Via theCambridge Independe(®ct 206):6 Pr of essor Wadhams i s not con\
emissions, planting forests or even expensiveeggmeer projects to reflect sunlight away from the earth
will be enough to save the planet. The level of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere isoalrgadt. But
he has not given up hope. OWhat is needed is new
take the carbon dioxide out. This is a system not yet invented but not beyond the ingenuity of scientists if
we spend the money oesearch. We need to do this if we are to save the planet from catastrophic
conseque n c Ehis article disappeaeed ahd rd archi@ekerlapping articldere T

n) [VEERABHADRAN RAMANATHAN ] Victor Alderson Professor of Applied Ocean
Sciences and director of the Center for Atmospheric Sciences at the Scripps Institution of Oceanography,
University of CaliforniaVia The Hill, (May 2018):0 A s -chairofdhis report | can state that it was
excruciating to arrive at the existential threat conclusion. But the massive data we relaéwsdvith
no other option. The very conditions on which human civilization has depended for the last 12,000 years
are threatened by human ideologies, actions and systems that perpetuate climate change. Unchecked
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climate change can expose 70 percethiegbopulation to lethal heat stress in addition to redwehking

storms, floods, extreme droughts and fires, exacerbating socioeconomic inequalities, and marginalizing
the vulnerable from participation in society. But, the report left out somethingatthat here | would

like to address. It is not that nothing can be done to avert such a global catastrophe; far from it. As shown
by numerous reports there are many scalable solutions to reduce the warming almost by half within 30
years and stabilize thearming below dangerous levels. We have about 10 years to deploy these
solutions. If such solutions are available, why are they not already being implemented? Because knowing
is never enough! Something beyond knowledge must move the will to take &ttianss that

something? Today, untruth competes with truth to muddy the issue of climate change. The faith
community can transcend divisions and bring together people of different perspectives to seek the truth
and work for a moral revolution urgently nesstifor a sustainable relationship with nature: One where
humankind challenges notions of domination over
change is an existential threat that will require unprecedented cooperation between divergenasdct
members of society. As a climate scientist, | know that the faith community is critical to the process. |
therefore urge persons of all faiths to prophetically help lead the nation towards a world of climate
stability that safeguards the commonlomwe alTl share. 6

0) [WARREN WASHINGTON] Asenior scientist at NCAR/ia Scientific AmericatApril
2009):6 Dr a st i cchanging outs tomreenhouse gas emissions will spare the planet half the trauma
expected overthe nextcentrys t he Earth warms. And thatds the
significantly curb these planatarming gases will truly transform our world in less than 100 years. A
new study to be published by scientists at the National Center for Atmospheric Réisekrthat a 70
percent cut in emissions should stabilize temperatures at a mark not too much higher than today. Such a
cut, most experts agree, would require vast retooling of a-fasktbased economy and an unprecedented
level of global cooperatiddut that major effort to slash emissions, the scientists warn, won't stop global
warming. The question confronting politicians throughout the world, in other words, is not whether they
want the planet to war m: I t i sgniftcant warmiag duridicetlgsr e e .
century, 6 NCAR scientist Warren Washington, the
stabilize the threat of c¢cIimate change and avoi
p) [ANTHONY RICHARDSON Professor at University of Queensland. Research interests:

impacts of climate change, marine ecologyd analyses of large datasets using modern statistical
t echni glgthisis howyoafe@d ( 2015) :

OHow cl i maagkesmefeRehnge m

| feel a maelstrom of emotions

| am exasperated. Exasperated no one is listening.

| am frustrated. Frustrated we are not solving the problem.

| am anxious. Anxious that we start acting now.

| am perplexed. Perplexed that the urgency isapareciated.

| am dumbfounded. Dumbfounded by our inaction.

| am distressed. Distressed we are changing our planet.

| am upset. Upset for what our inaction will mean for all life.

0

d

wW
I

I am annoyed. Annoyed with the mediads por

| am angry.Angry that vested interests bias the debate.
| am infuriated. Infuriated we are destroying our planet.
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But most of al/l [ am apprehensi vle. Apprehe
g) [DANA NUCCITELLI (Danal1981)] Environmental scientist, risk assessor ciinthte
columnistat the Guardiarin a postingat Skeptical Science (Sept 200d@lf: we continue forward on our
current path, catastrophe is not just a possible outcome, it is the most probable outcome. And an
intelligent risk management approach would involve taking steps to prevent a catastrophic scenario if it
were a mere possibilitiet alone the most probable outco@leanate catrarians will often mock
06 C A Gadiastrophic anthropogenic global warming), but the sad reality is that CAGW is looking more
and more likely every daBut it's critical that we don't give up, that we keelping everything we can
do to reduce our emissions as much as possible in order to avoid as many catastrophic consequences as
possible, for the sake of f uPrintvewsionfener ations and
r) [DAVID PAGE] Dr. A terrestrial geologistesearching the rocky planeithe inner Solar
System, and the parallels miethame-clathrate destabilisatioon Mars and Earth. Viarctic NewgApril
2018)0Let us h@avei et imoire reticenced about Arctic me
0.97-0.99 AU margin of runaway warming (Kopparapu et al., 2013). To see what that's like, we need
only look to our other nearest planetary neighbour {Venus} and carry on witin&sAs-Usual'. For
the $3trillion that was spent a decade ago baidmg the shareholders of two corrupt mortgage lenders
and a failing bank we could have built enough offshore wind turbines to power the entire planet, fixing
dangerous climatehange pbally and permanently. If we're lucky, we may have a decade remaining to
f i x i (some disgussion of this theory oRaalClimate thregdT
s) [JEFFE MASTER$EX flight meteorologist for NOAA hurricane hunters. Phd in air pollution
meteorology. Cdounder and Director of Meteorology for the Weather Underground company. Via
private message t o JoXearBfdinig Dangetoaslyaetde Think Prdgoeesé s p o st
blog (December 2010fi Her e 6 s wlat Wr ot Ka snte : I n my thirty yeal
never seen global weather patterns as strange as those we had in 2010. The stunning extremes we
witnessed gives me concern that our climate is showing the early signs of instability. Naturalitsariabi
probably did play a significant role in the wild weather of 2010, and 2011 will likely not be nearly as
extreme. However, | suspect that crazy weather years like 2010 will become the norm a decade from now,
as the climate continues to adjust to thessty buildup of heatrapping gases we are pumping into the

air . Forty years from now, the crazy weather of 2
children a future with a radically changed climate that will regularly bring unprecedentetheveat
event®dmany of them extremely destructdteo every corner of the globe. T

the bedinning. o

t) [JOHN HOLDREN Originally trained in aeronautics, astronautics and plasma physics. Science
policy advisor. Se@ article forpositions heldyia the Belfer centré2006):0As President of the
American Association for the Advancement of Scigribe largest general science society in the world

and the publiker of the journal SCIENCEHO | dend&s focus is on strengthen
deploy science and technology more effectively in support of sustainatileanvelln g f or al | of t
inhabitants. d An i mportanthaolalrengpd dfhicl ifmatus disarl
climate change is the most dangerous and the most difficult of all the environmental problems that

humans have ever caused and probably wil!/ ever ca
situation of drivingan aut omobi l e with bad brakes toward a cl
wo r | d 0 scoeomie sygieyn and the cliffisclimath ange cat astrophe. We dono
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the cliff is because of the uncertainties in climate scierhe fodi but that is hardly a consolation, or a
reason not to6ltry to slow down. O

u) [JOHN SCALES AVERY] Lektor Emeritus, Associate Professor, at the Department of
Chemistry, Univerigy of Copenhagen. Vieluman Wrongs Watofpril 2016):0 | n an amazi ng di
of collective schizophrenia, our media treat oil prodaciind the global climate emergency as though
they were totally disconnected. But the use of all fossil fuels, including oil, must stop almost immediately
if the world is to have a chance of aVvYoiding unco
v) [GIDEON POLYA|] Bio-chemist author, activist. Sequiry Submissiorto Australian Senate
Select Committee on Climate PoliggounterCurrentsrg (2015):0 The wor |l d f aces cat ast
global warming and this Arctic CH4 release can be stopped. Unaddressadadartlimate change is set
to exacerbate an already worsening climate genocide and cause 1@wilidable deaths this century
leaving a predicted only 0.5 billion of Humanity alive. Presently about 7 million people die annually from
the effects of pollutants from carbon fuel burning and 0.4 million people die annually from the effects of
climate chage. 17 million people die avoidably each year from deprivation but if climate change is not
requisitely addressed an average of 100 million people will die avoidably each year this century. This is
state terrorismsanctioned corporate terrorism, catbonteor i sm and cILi mate terrori

w) [GUY McPHERSON, Professor Emeritus of Natural Resources and Ecology & Evolutionary
Biology at the University of Arizona. Via hidature Bats Lassite, (2011)D About a decade ago
realized we were putting the finishing touches on our own extinction party, with the party probably over
by 2030. During the interveni ngandmuch evidencefbve seen
reinforce it. Yet the protests, ridicule, and hate mail reach a fervent pitch when | speak or write about the
potential forneat er m exti nction of Homo sapiensé

Wedre headed for extinction wusadtagbk bdirolastool i mat e
as iIitds going to be. Dlvieus mformatianiistoaslspenddhe pcemtiste t o t h
bearing the bad news. Which, of course, is no surprise at all: As Australian scientist Gideon Polya points
out, the UnitedStates must cease production of greenhouse gases within 3.1 years if we are to avoid
catastrophic runaway greenhouse. I t h-boarkwitRol ya i s
the attendant coll apse Tof the U.S. industri al eco

x) [MAYER HILLMAN ] Architect, town planner, social scientist, policy advisor. Senior Fellow
Emeritus 6the Policy Studies Institute (and former head of its Environment and Quality of Life Research
Programme). Member of, among others: New Economics Foundation, Soil Association, UK Public
Health Association, Scientists for Global Responsibiia the Guardiarf2018):6 0 We 6 r e doomed, 0
Mayer Hillman with such a beamingmi | e t hat it takes a moment for t
i s deat h, and itds the end of mo st l' i fe on the pl
fuels. There are no means of reversing the process which is melting the palps.idnd very few
appear to be pr epar ey tarddsocialacentistand senidt fellow ementus of the 8 6
Policy Studies Institute, does say so. His bleak forecast of the consequence of runaway climate change, he
says without fanfare, s hi s o0l ast wi | | and testament 0. Hi s | a-=s
to write anymore because thereds nothing more tha
stunned audience at the University of East Anglia late laat y& 0

y) [ROBIN RUSSELIL-JONES Medical doctor, environmental scientist and ChéiHelp
Rescue the Planet, an educational charity dedicated to raiminaiir pollution and mitigating climate
changeVia The Ecologis{Jun 2016)d The probl em i s that no one knows
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Arctic methane release] is likely to occur, so the IPCC describe it as a high impact, low probability event,

and then exclude it from their modelsedicting likely temperature rises over this century. Other people

take the view that such an event is inevitable and that we are playing Russian Roulette with the future

survival of human civilisation as we know it. Furthermore our data indicates thaptbgess has already

started. It is one of the main reasons why the global warming target was lowered in Paris last year from 2

to 1.5 degrees Celsius. For that target to be met, we need to abandon fossil fuels in favour of renewables

and energy conservat so that 100% of electricity is being generated fromfossil fuel source by

2030. If we do nothing, we are looking at an environmental catastrophe that human civilization is

unlikely to survive. And if we falil in this endeavor, | fear that future geaet i ons wi | | Thever f
z) [THOMAS GOREAU Degrees in planetary physics (MIT) and planetary astronomy

(CalTech), plus Phd in biogeochemistry (Havard). President of the Global Coral Reef Alliance and

member of the Jamaican delegation to the UNCCC. PreviouslgrSgeientific Affairs Officer at the

United Nations Centre for Science and Technology for Development, in charge of Global Climate Change

and Biodiversityissue® r i ef i ®PdM & 35 @& R eta AOSISsatdhe Capenlbaged Climate

Change Conference (Dec 2009)T h e -tdrnoseaglevel that corresponds to current CO2 concentration

i s about 23 meters above swilhd@dedgrees G oemoeelhigher. Thesel t h e

estimates are based on real long term climate records, not on models. We have not yet felt the climate

change impacts of the current excess of greenhouse gases produced by fossil fuels, and the data shows they

wil | in the |l ong run be many times higher than | PC

[conclusion]Cur rent oO6targetsd for CO2 being discussed
the extinction of coral reefs (which can take no further warming, since most corals havetiiddsn20
years from heat shock) and the disappearance of all low lying islands and coastlines where billions of
people live. Even a target of 350 ppm is UNACCEPTABLE if we are to avoid dangerous interference with
the Earth climate system, causing inceivable ecological, environmental, and economic disaster. Global
warming must not be allowed to continue as would happen by stabilizing CO2 and temperature at
present levels. Greenhouse gas buildup MUST BE REVERSED, and CO2 reduced to levels of around
260ppm, below Préndustrial levels. The technologies to do so are proven, cost effective, and capable of
being rapidly ramped up, but are not being used on the scale needed due to lack of serious policies and
funding to reverse global warming and stabilike tlimate system at safe levels. THAT IS WHAT
AOSIS AND UNCCC MUST ACCOMPLISH IF WE ARE TO PRESERVE OUR PLANES LIFE
SUPPORT SYSTEMS FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS. The solutions are already in hands hbtget
serious and stop stealing our childdsriuture!6 (Capitalization is original)T

Back toGroup 6Top or Index of Quoters

Group 7.  Catastrophe narrative by variant type (9) from individual climate
[ other scientists (24 sources, 26 guotes)

7.1. Introduction

Seethemainintroductory notesegardinganarrativee gui val ence t o &écatastr o]
Note Scientists propagating catastrophe narrative
strong objection to thBPCC, sedendnote %, despite a subset have taken some part in the IPCC process
(seeEndnote 4. This Groupfeaturesvariants already covered @Group 3 Group 4 andGroup 5(seethe
descripions therefor more explanationf samé, but specificallyregardingcatastrophenarrativefrom
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scientistsTwo morenarrativevariantsmerchants of doutzndirony, arealsoadded on the entlote
Thesevariantsaren talways discrete and cappear ircombimation Variantsfeatural hereare(click on
bullet to go 0 descriptions

=

Emotively overwhelmed conditionals
Fearplushope

Engaging anxiety for children
Attribution reinforcement

Moral association

Agenda incorporation

Terminal metaphors

Merchants of doubt

Irony

=4 =4 =4 -4 4 -8 -8 4

7.2. Emotively overwhelmed conditionals

See first thalescription of the same variantGroup 3for further contextExamplesac), ad) and
ae) are pretty standard, bakamplegb) is muchsubtle andmoreinterestingFramed in terms of
scientific curiosity, a laudable motive, this example nevertheless includes serginotively phrased
story-lines which collectively overwhelm the presentedditionals (i.ethatthe answerst6 how hot wi |
i t amcothér questions, are indeed not known). To highlight this construction the example is bolded
differently to the others, emphasizing the emotive story lines.

Sothed u n k nimregardstoteme r at ur e i s n o fierrifyingly sunkdlown.n Kk n o wn
This word will biasreadelinterpretation towards a pipposition of greater likelihood for being very
hot, andalso a greater likelihood skvere impactsom being hat All of the industrialera temperature
rise is also attributed to humans (this may or may not turn out to be true, but there are no caveats stated
regarding the current uncertainties and possible natural contributions, hence giving a false impression of
certainty). The temperatelis not stated just to continue to rise, touskyrocked This word will be
interpreedasmeaningan abrupwvery highvertical rise yet even whersignificant acceleration is
strongly anticipatedccording tdhemore severédPCC scenariogandd s uats@nipliesthere isno
uncertainty whatsoeverthis would not be the case

The O6cat ammbondo phpitanivédoreits i n terms of &éno more th
cat ast r o pnaybeslifierent aned) this poslity exists within mainstream science even absent
severeemissions cuti line near netzerq say Norare anyextrac aveat s assigned to O6ca
despite in mainstream scienaéthe hedging and uncertainty around sarfdas, 6 c at aes tfrooarp hs o me 6
from extreme weather has always occursedtithis will continueanyhow whether or not mamade
climatechangencreasesgenerabccurencel n reader d8s minds, all this wi
bounded possibilitiefof dramatically worsghannow scenariosfowards greater likelihoodithin a
well-bounded space, and this promotiothisnfurther cemented by raising subtle questiorsuakhe
future of civilization (i.ean implication thait may not actually have onalue largely talimatechangé
and indeed the state of the planet itself.

While these scenari@e notstated to be inevitable or even likely, and indeed the very questi
posed i s whet salsothe baseythatltheneralaiure of thesé dcenarios, cenjectural
/ not weltbounded / possibilistic, is netnphasiedeither. Which will thuslead to areaderassumption
that such negative outcomes areenorl i kel y, whvellraleo bé dssukes kigndfrom wedl e | f
boundednvestigations (despite they are ongoiag: wa n t )t This flaming dets@ uery diased
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expectation about the likely answers to perfectly legitimate quesfibagjuote is in the vernacular, and
despite being in a scienbased magazinemdeedscientific language inat expected. Butise of the
vernacular does not precludere balancén asimilar fashionandd t e r r ipfugbisrkgylronie k et 6
more to emotion andarrativeinfluencethanto mainstream science. To her credit Marvel states that her
text doemotreflect the official view of those institutions for whom she works,usdfiortunatelythen

addsb al t hough it .dhisseedswstoryline thatradministdative sclerosis or incompetence
or whatevers holding backruescienceavoiding the possibilitghata widerscientific perspectivenight
actuallyseriouslychallengeM a r v matradive.lndeedthe entire tenor dia r v artlclé is that the full

weight oftheauthority of science backs everythiwghi n i t, and hence in the rea
storylines tooThe sigroffthatd gr eat ceeb&i Nngyoaadcer canappears xi st w
to be having onédenotveaket andt gaweadabl i evol vl to a M
text) i f we dondét cut emissions, yet with some pl aus

Marvel manages to trump the aboaarative propagatiom another unusually pitched andy
emotive article irScientific AmericapaHalloween Specighat might in fact defgategorizabn. The
first paragraphinclude$:ét r ust me, as a cl imate scientist, | 06m
projections of future cl i matte wasl KTheutts maieds hi ng a
précisedNate: dishonestys notimpliedin any such articlesnerely the kinds of bias that accompan
passionate belief in cultural narratives.

Exampleaa)holds some interest too, see especially the extension note on the end of this example.
While conditionals such asay, might, could here overwhelmed by emotion and also spurious certainty
elsewheravithinthe text (e.gdt ot al | y h a,rantd afundamentate-arientafioa of sodietp i s 6
required) in the normal manner of this narrative variduat form ofaa)and its highlyemphaticnature
also achievamorphed conditionall.e. the aforementioned conditionals appear inititdlyepresent
scientificcaveatssoto do with the state of knowledge of the climate system and the unknowns within its
complexity(which albeit being overwhelmed good re providingt leassome balanc® those who may
be more perceptiyeYet later text suchag: We can avoid the hothouse scena
fundamentalreed j ust ment of our r altesthé famisghaughto imphtthat t he pl a
the prior conditionals arenty expressing whawill orw o nh@gpen depending dhe action of society,
per t h evari@ausrecbronemsdations. Albeit vague and contradictory (which assists witlabtstor
consciencand a maximum range of interpretatiowhich in turn assistwith narrative propagation), the
conditionals have morphed fraomoking like scientificonesinto looking like policy ones. This narrative
trick is not uncommon, yet its appearance does not imply any conscious deception or nefarious agenda
The narrative variant is simply emergent due to high selective value, and those who propagate it no doubt
have full, genuine and heat belief in the high ideals and veracity of their words, whigthigthey are
S0 energetically propagatesieveral examples verge anorphed conditiondlorm, but the conditionals
have to |l ook as though t hey 0 rclisnotalwayothewasé. h sci ence

See als®i) and6l) for moreexampla of emotively overwhelmed conditionflem <ientiss. G

7.3. Fearplushope

SeeSection 5.3.2 of th&# GoCbook for contextand all the examples @&roup 4 ba), bb), bc)
andbd) areall pretty standardExamplebc) is alsocombined withengaging anxiety for childre G

7.4. Both of abovglemotively overwhelmed conditionaland fear plus hope)
See examplesa) andch). G
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7.5. Engaging anxiety for children

See firsthe description of the savariant inGroup 5for context(section5.2).
Diverse and creative emotive phrasing is sometimes a challenge to categorize. Yet given the very
high emotional investment in examla), plus mentionob st eal i ng t he f u(setsae f r om
nearterm timescale) and d e s t rofthed i-oh@port system tdndfossitiuedasps us
main causation (thumanrmadeclimatechangg, this quote speakar moreto globalclimate catastrophe
narrative, whether from general influence or from personal theories, than toanamstream climate
science. Not to mention featuring a small dose of conspiracy thegrip h@merchants ofloubtvein
(see7.10.
While people typically express themselveschmore bluntly when their emotions are aroused,
often tending t@veremphaize this indeed is part of the mgwoint about how the catastrophe narrative
spreads. And too, how it will be perceivetiencoming from an authority source (in this case a respected
scientist) by an unsuspecting public. Whether Bra
groundless oindeed accurate, they will meanwhile propagatken the back of this emotive expression,
i.e.notdue to reason, also encouraging an inappropriate vengeance cultdtettardheydo not align
to the mainstream position. Exampla is pretty standardthough likebaa)emphasizes guilt for inaction
more than anxiety, albeit still via playing the children c&ek als®q), 6h), 6p), 6s), 62), 7hc), 7fa) and
7fb) for more of thimarrativevariant from scientist<$s

7.6. Attribution reinforcement

Exampleeb)is a very straightforwardne in whicha variety of types of extreme weather events
all across the globe are statedbasurringdn patterns and with fingerprints that tie them directly to the
changes in climate that humans are cau§ittgereby formingapparenthyhard evidence that we must
supporteffortsHt o avoi d cat ast r op hButmainstrgam sciesqge@RSWGC i mat e ¢
does not clainit candistinguishwith such certaintypetween the natural extreme events that have always
occurred and t hose t hites (oraltemdiivelyatirbutedith dightcertaintythen 6 s a ct
clearcontributionsfor any single event). Nor for most types of such events ia@easén occurrence
actuallyclaimed by the IPCCAR5WGCanyhow(albeit the implicatioron this issudrom mainstream
sources mayypicallybe 6 y et 8)

It is inappropriate to imply that a certaintyiofminentglobal catastrophic climatehange, an
emotive narrative not supported by mainstream science, also means a high confidence of anthropogenic
attribuion to specific weather events. The emotive threat of catastrophe, both global and local, in the
latter case often amplified by raw feelings that emerge during actual local disasters, is redirected by this
narrative variant t ostranghelreffincampronarilyiamhropogenid gausation fani n d s
extreme weather event§it was made very clear that a high certainty of catastrophic cliotatege was
a product ofminority sciencethiswould bea reasonable caveat that might cause readds warier of
attribution confidence todut that never seems to get stataiold many expressions claim the authority of
the Obest scienti st shénceamplyihgithe m&néteéanor j ust O&ésci ence

Ultimately, even if mainstream t#ribution studiesvere as advanced as examgb@suggests, it
would still beinappropriate tdink theextreme event® ageneralized concepf certain (absergwift
dramaticaction) globakatastrophic climatehangehatis not supported by mainstream scierjbiote:
abeit disputed by mainstam sourcesomepapergostARS areclaimingto know at least how mucthe
anthropogenic contributiolm dateincreasethe odds otertainparticularextreme(observel events
typically throughcomparingthe detailed observed conditions to modelled conditions abse@RACet
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evenwithin this more limited contexand iftime also provedutthe modelling skill and therefosich
claimsascorrect, mainstream science does not at this time claim the sumy sfieh events leads the
certainty of imminent global climate catastropiichattribution reinforcemennarratives effectively
are claiming. If manymore such papers appearaddwith attributiors to anthropogenic contributions all
being highacross most eventand with high confidencef sametoo, then such a sumight one day hold
andcome tobe accepted as mainstreadm that daythe acronyn6 CAGW6 coul d reasonabl
describe mainstream sciefhce
Exampleeq is amoreinteresting It is notoneof straight global catastropteit chosen for its
subtle extrapolation of a locélc a t a sthatis atfpibutedito climatehangejnto global implications.
The local catastropha steegopulation declinef Adelie penguins at Palmer, Antarctica, cannot via
mainstream science be attributed with doubd as Fraser state®, global climatechange. Thenusual
(6 r el e nt)wveathesfor thedareaamriotfor certainbe separated from natural excursidnsorder to
saythatthisisa&d bi tt er scenari o produced by <climate change

[At the time the population dynamics of Adeligsre notwell enough kown,andd on 6t appear
to beeven now{2018}, for citing this as aspeciesatastrophéo beat all confident whichsituation is
neverthelesanplied. E.g. sedater discoveriebere here andhere These links by no means exonerate
climatechange as a significant species imgactindeed other poteti human impacts, e.qg. fishingut
clearly even major populations, including that of 1.5M boddhe Danger Islands just 500Km North and
East of Palmeboth locations are towards the end of the West Antarctica penilsswld)s e e mi ngl vy
unaffected byltnate chang@ were not then mapped, let alone the dynamitessall the populations.

However, whethein contexttime will still judge thedecline of the Palmer population as a catastrophe, is
not the primary issuéeanwhile, as of the last lirkbove(from March 2018), the causal drivers of the
&Gharp increaséandd ma rdkcéngsin local populations) r e mai n Junknowno

Viathetitted What can dying pengui ns t edlusthewrefereackso ut t h
t o Al | ey d6cimate flippingeapdd pofol ogue t o t he wayanddd nraltea rc,h a
strippedd own previ ew of wh averyseriousimplicatianorihe whole plametre e r e 0
pulled into the emotive storyline of this article, for which argylpport is ultimately basagon this local
catastrophe beingnequivocally(i.e.false certaintypttributed tcanthropogeniclimate-change.

There are alsemotively overwhelmed conditionaswork here. For instanceis stated thab w e
do not know the mechanYestmst hdiesl icvaevreiantg itsh iisn dneeeadt hoev
6no danudtHooper s const antod btihtetneeis enarpdiichestieneeiéang t h a't
and ha® u n p air &veydstbaightforward mannespimplying that the climatehange culprit is easily
identifiableThe sur face characteristics are no doubt o6éun
science can at this time explain the deepeisation of event&idingH o o p storyiine( wi t h Fr aser 6
guote)are emotive spicaps suchad r el e ntweatlherd,f ediorce ®,0di st mmand@ enar i o
even a biblical style portent for this Antarctic region and hence the planet t@(tleei stbryaitbe
end).Plus anemotiveanthropomorphization of the penguigsT her e i sn't a sense of
group activity. Last time, each colony, each subset, seemed to me like a suburb, most households roughly
similar. Now the rookery feels like an urban @itya war zone. Some colonies are reasonably active, some
almostnosf uncti oning. But in gené&ral the city is sevel

7.7. Moral association(Moral affront)

Seefirst thedescription of the same variant@roup 5for contexi(section5.3). Both fa) andfb)
also inorporateengaging anxiety for childrets
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7.8. Agenda incorporation

Seefirst the description of the same varian@noup 5for context(section5.5). Exampleg)
pitches for @ o-w e r $ociedyplusgovernanceand also features a (medicejminal metapharSee
also7aa) which is related tg) via the contribution of Schellnhuber to both

7.9. Terminal metaphors

These compare ttecenario oEarth(or humanity)under conditions of mamade climate
changeto everyday reallife scenarios (osometimedantasy scenaws) having a terminal outcome (i.e.
death), or at least a very high probability of terminal outcome (absent urgent atticimas a part of the
metaphoiis the equivalent oémissions reductionk.g. Earth as a very ill persavho isdying of a dire
diseasgwhich isanthropogeniclimatechange). The greainsplicity of such metaphorspenshedoor
wide for bias because athe scientific hedging and caveats and balanced consideratiagpiaadly not
promoted into the comparative scendimmleed his would be very hard in most case¢le metaphor
expression simply loses alftheseHe nce t he emotive message that Eart
simply diesi.e. a catastrophe narrative in other guBiasis especiallylikely for folks who are unaware
of the scientific caveats anyhowg@the great majority ofthe public) andwho may already have been
subject toanddigestedorior catastrophe narrativeget bias is in any casery likely across the board;
such metaphorsmergeprecisdy because of their simplicitgndconsequent focused emotive punch
regarding the death of the planet lffe or civilization, dependingipon the precise form deployed).

Some texts including terminal metaphdmmaintaina caveat (or moreyet typically these are
outside of the metaphor section itself. Hencefaigext is contradiary, emphasizing a high certainty of
terminality at one pointet indicatinga lesser probability elsewhere. Quite apart from having the same
impactas theabove examplesf emotivelyoverwhelmed conditionalse. the emotive part of the text, the
metaphor, will win out over the more objective / less emotive caviddin public perceptiorjsa crucial
issue regarding emotive narratives is that theyragently retransmitted shorn of context anyh8w,
in this formthe metaphoralonmay be built i nto the next personds |
paraphrase or matever. Hence in such caste catastrophe narrative escapes into the wild witeut
partial bounds its original expression contained.

Examplehc) portrays the Earth as a very sick person, whingsl i ppi ng (@uetoy f r om u s
climatechange), and for whom weust not petend that thed a ¢ andéede s p e rstate eolldnoti | | 0
lead todeath(absent action)This example also includdear and hopgplus urgency, claiming we ¢ an
cure thi s tbhatbeingadainsttheiclodk only & wetact togethepuickly / now.

Examplehb) uses the same metaptior the Earth suffering with climatehangealthough itis
not quite so strongly frametleverthelesghe illness is said to b d ion a&caiirent diagnosisandthat
we will observe @ s h o r t pwhiehds almiethpbad for the planet cannot mean much lesglibizad
catastrophe a8t he pai n a nThiseéexanple also slaimsma spedialddiationship between
climate scientists anthe planet, @ertaind ¢ | o s whitheessentially emotive connection is really about
establishing a sense pifivilegedauthorityy (by no mean#dicatinganydeliberate ploy such things can
be genuinely lived / felt, yet nevertheless climate sciesntigve no special such clairpon the planet,
and neither is Eartim any caseesponsive in the same way a patient can be to a dboberghtheir
@€l oskpnessd

Exampleha)uses a different metaphor, whereby the oblivious population of the Earth are
compared to the occupants of a boat heading towards a powerful waterfall, the obvious implication being
that the boat will sink and the occupadrowni a catastrophic outcome. Urgency is featured here too,
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there is apparently sufficient time to navigate the cuadprepare, suchthatweonl vy | ose s ome
e q u i p,buenotithé people. Yet despite thpssibilityd t | me | s anddmn iomgegSopactt & O
high likelihood ofterminal outcome is plantedtor e ader s mi nds .
Examplehd) attempts tdurnan uncertainty argument interminalcertainty, as the chances of
survival dter hitting a brick wall at 80 km/h are essentially zenggon t he as s ummpagicabn t her
equivalent of airbagwithi n t he ¢l i mate, and the brakes are inde
See alsahe prior examples above, the critical essence of which are summarized here:

1 Examplelv), suicide

1 Exanple 2e)ii], a giant car heading towards a brick wall

1 Example2u), drunk driverandinevitable car wreck

1 Example3),6 G| obal Warming is Now a Weapon of Ma
(rather ironic giverihe WMDs Blair previously used as a justification were
neverin factfound).

1 Exampledb), we are careering towards the edge of the abyss

1 Example5ac) children in burning house with no help

1 Example5ca) suicidal

1 Example5ga) shiny new car driving too fast onaget, curvy road, heading
straight for a crowd of pedestrians

1 Example5gb), a runaway train headed over the climate cliff as we stoke the
engine with more coal to increase its speed

1 Example6b), climate is a battalion of intergalactic smoking missiles

1 Example6e), by driving global warming we are unleashing hell

1 Example6d), veryfast train heading for the wall

1 Example6q), the climate dragon is being poked, and eventually the dragon

becomepissed off enough to trash the place
1 Example6h), 6nhagine a giant asteroid on a direct collision course with Earth.
That is the equivalent of what we face fiow
1 Example6t), automobile driving with bad brakes toward a cliff in the fog
1 Examplebv), unaddressedmama de cl i mat e change isé state
sanctioned corporaterrorism, carbon terrorisnalimate terrorism
1 Exampleby), playing Russian Roulette with the future survival of human
civilization (traditionally this igusta one in six chase whenusing a six
chamber revolvegr
1 Example7ea) biblical portent of Noah type floods
1 Example8a), comparison to Wod War Il (very prdoably not terminalfor
everyonebuta s s u mi n g and tdly awvorld war, eeranmal for large
swathes of humanity and on a timescale far shorter than anything mainstream
science proposes as likely for climate chgnge
Plus, exampl@a)i nvokes T. S. Eliotdés famous |l ines to r
of the world G

a)
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7.10. Merchants of doubt

See Section 5.30f theTGoCbook The accusation against fossil fuel companies for systemic
misinforming seems to be tenuous at best and likely flawed, compared to a strong historic case against
tobacco companies; indedlle formal caseeems to be strugglinfl-ater note added to file: in fact the
case seems largely have fallen apart, for instance see this late 20808 YorkPost articl¢ Yet whethe
or not there is significant mileage irngmerchants of doulgropositionimplying that the same level of
certainty behind the tobacco / cancer linkage underwgltdsal climate catastrophéabsentdramatic
emissions reductionyyhich is what examplgi] does(for6t r ul vy cat ast r é@prha cplcdnaenat
B Yj is inappropriatelndeedimplying thatsuch certainty is mainstreamunderstandingesisted only ¥
a subset of conservatives, is directly counter to the fachthiistreanscience does not have such an
understandingegardinghe certainty ofjlobalcatastropheThe specter of catastrophe creates an emotive
reactionin this examplehat is essentibl steered towarda scapegoat,e. the fossifuel industry.

Examplej)i] also includegear plus hopeBeing informedon the status of mainstream science
may indeede helpfultoon e 6 s conf i de n oudbdavereteven with late tlessermdtien; c
such an outcomis indeednot regarded as inevitabdnd near, thougbatastroph narratives imply or
explicitly state that this is s&examplej)ii] follows the same line, implying catastrophic climabtange is
highly likelyunless he i nfl uence of o6dar k mo hergnoveflyetovith t he f o
or without the speculated influencichhigh certaintyof a catastrophic outconier the climate of our
world is not supported by mainstream science.

None of the above characteristics imply thay deliberate manipulation is in plagjis mentioned
elsewhere in @ TGoCbook and this supporting fil¢he catastrophe narrative variants, inclusive of all
their contradictions and issues, are emergent,ratiteioverwhelming number of cases would be fully,
even passionately, believed by those wheenabing their propagationNor is there any implication of
illness or delusiomr dishonestyor anyother dysfunctionswe are all subject to the influenceerhotive
cultural narratives

Themerchants of doulbstarrative variant is highly attractive because it alleviates the puzzlement
of orthodox folks who candét comprehend why, after
authority sources downwds, there is still widesprea#lepticism in the general public. Depending on the
region and measurement criteria, even majokgptcism.A scapegoat with nefarious motives is a much
easier explanation fgraspthan delving into the complex reality, aadoids issues that are likely to be
uncomfortable regarding the truth of cultural polarization and the emotive role of catastrophe narrative.

See alsds)i] and7da) G
7.11. Irony

One can almost admire the comedic irony via which anrepfig inevitable and near
term demise of humans due to our fossil fuel (hence cligtadage) impacts, is so casually expressed in
example). Comedic irony is a longstablished rhetoric tecluie, yet in this case the transmitted
catastrophic comanstgdnt diomahétsail egome t o@nd this i sni

7.12. Mixed

Regarding a combination &ar plushope moral associatiomplus agend&religious)from a
scientist seebn). G
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7.13. The Quotes

aa) [JOHAN ROCKSTROM] (quoted), and-anithors, including Will Steffen and Hans Joachim
Schellnhuber. Professor at the Staalkh Resilience Centré/ia the BBC(August 2018)6 Back i n 2015
governments of the world committed themselves to keeping temperature rises wélldedoges, and to
strive to keep them under 1.5. According to the authors, the current plans to cut ozalgorot be
enough i f their analysis is correct. OWhat we are
may be at a point where we hand over-authdérBrofcontr ol
Johan Rockstrom, from the Stockholm Resiien Cent re, tol d BBC News. 0We &
right now, but once we go past 2 degrees, we see that the Earth system tips over from being a friend to a
foe. We totally hand over our fate to an Earth sy
€ According to the research paper, crossing into a Hothouse Earth period would see a higher
global temperature than at any time in the past 1.2 million years. The climghe stabilise with 45
degrees C of warming above theipdustrial age. Thanks tde melting of ice sheets, the seadd be
10-60 metres higher than now.
éWe can avoid t he &goingtmtaks &fundamentaladjustoenttofuour i t
relationship with the pédriantaion & humdnealuasydgtyhbehasours ay a t
and technologies is required. We must al/l become
Note:it he o6-btoteaehtationd of essentially everything
overstretch, but the abstract of theatured papes hows it 6s a r@@selohabtiieve elilm
action is required to steer the Earth System away frpotential threshold and stabilize it in a
habitable inerglaciatlike state. Such action entails stewardship of the entire Earth Sydbésphere,
climate, and societiBsand could include decarbonization of the global economy, enhancement of
biosphere carbon sinks, behavioral changes, technological innguadiargovernance arrangements,
and transf or merdd swtlcii lad tvleé utelsr.@shol d t o a Hot house
paragraph, the action (entailing the totabre i ent ati on | i st) 6isb6 neverthel
authors, in ordeto avoid the outlined consequenddence hed s c i ecortditiohal repéesenting a
possibilistic scenaridhasmorphedo a conditional regarding only our action or lack ther&of.
ab) [KATE MARVEL]: Via Scientific AmericaifJun 2018 : o0 The ans wuestioit o t hi s
how hot will it get? is both certain anterrifyingy unknown. Wedre sure itds nof
already warmed by two degrees Fahrenheitsponse to human activities . We Gsure that if our
greenhouse emissions continue unabated, thpdrature will continue tekyrocket. But wedr e not
exactly whatds i n [=tcalastephic fdfisdmie or ol all Mehatevill it do to theg e
natur al wo r | dasedrour enilizatoh ? Wheattwill hefuture planet look like? want to
findTout. o
ac) [KEN CALDEIRA] Senior Scientist, Department of Global Ecology, Carnegie Institution
(Caldiera Lab: Environmental science of climate, carbon, and energy), plus professor (by courtesy)
Department of Earth System Science, Stanfdra Public Utilities Fortnightly(Feb2007):0 1 dondt see
whole lot of political momentum toward seriously addressing the problem, just a lot of superficial things
thatwilbe i nef fective. Thatds because politicians hav
to gain from actually solving whatisamuiie cade pr obl e m. One scenario 1is
anything until a catastrophe happens, and then peojll demand that we do both [transition away from
fossil fuels and conduct geoengineering]. When fheezally hits the fafi when huge droughts in the
Midwestern breadbasket are collapsing our agriculture system, ice sheets are melting, sea levels are
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rising, and we 0r scalgrutricands geoehgingeering snighkKke v emergency
backup system we could deploy. We should avoid geoengineering if possible, but we need it in our toolbox
incaseofc at astIrophe. 0

ad) [PETER GLEICH President of the Pacific Institute in California. Among the issues he has
addressed are conflicts over water resources, water and etivaatge, development, and human health.
Member of NAS and in 2011 chairman on Ethiask force for AGWia thelndependen(Feb 2016):
6Dr Gleick posted the sea ice graph on Twitter wi
unprecedented amubssibly ¢ a t a s t GAmdpirhemails to The Independent, he explair@dl h e
current trend is below any previous ye®hat is alarming is how far below any previous ice extent the
current data are [and] how early it is for there to be this little ice. It is certpipdgible that the ice
extent will track back up if cold enough weather returns, for long enough. Bisjuvery unl i kel y.
such changes will have a harmful effect on polar bears, walruses and other elements of the Arctic
ecosystem, Dr Gleick said thetential f or cat astrophe was from o0the gl o
changesd. 0Theearvitdleamtcer da i d¢earyd cdunprecedent ed cheée
he wrote. OWhat is much |l ess clear is the compl ex
experiment on the only planet we have. The interconnections with weather pastegievel, and more
are real. And while there remains uncertainty about the ultimate consequences, there is a good and
growing body of research that is pretty scary, and pretty much no evidence that the possible impacts will
be good, unless you are almgl shipping company hoping to save some money by opening up routes in

the Arctic or an oil/ gas company hoping to find n
consequences is that the warming Arctic is altering weather systems for muclmaoittieen hemisphere
dand not in a good way. omayalbeareflscted imweatleepatemstire nt  an

mid-latitudes. In 2015, a phenomenon called the polar vortex and unusual patterns of jet stream flow
brought recorebreaking hotand ol d weat her to different parts of t
stor ms, sometimes called 6bomb cycl onesd, are c¢cre
the Arctic combine. Just this season, massive flooding associated with one stbtines struck the
United Kingdom producing record rainfall.@

ae) [RICHARD SOMERVILLE] Climate scientist and Distinguished Professor Emeritus and
Research Professor at Scripps Institution of Oceanography at the University of California, SaiBiego.
Scientific American(Dec 2012) b Under est i mat es will continue to cha
cautioned Richard Somerville, IPCC scientist and Professor Emaritifkesearch Professor at Scripps
l nstituti on, OBut that's the nature of research, 6
at the 1950s when scientists first identified the climate problem, Somerville notes that the tone at the time
0 \@s not catastrophic at all, but rather curious to see how the climate system would react to a big spike in
carbon dioxide emissions. o6 Only over time did the
many of the consequences of climate chemgd be very serious and even catastrophic. And that is
what hasn't gotten across to the public, Somerville warned: a sense of urgency that, to most scientists, is
now very clear. 0This is an wurgency tStnmenwillehas noth
0This urgency is dictated by the biogeochemistry
timetodec ar boni ze the world economydlTand find substitu
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ba) DANIEL P. SCHRAQ Professor of earth and planetary sciences at Harvard and director of
the Harvard University Centerrfthe Environmentvia Climate Science Wat@nd theBoston Globe
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[fee] (2006)0 Let 6 s be cl ear : | change.n myearth scehcegourses;lteaam c | i ma
that burning fossil fuel is raising atmospheric carbon dioxide to levels not seen on Earth for more than 30
million years. In public lectures, | show pictures of what would happen to Florida and the GulifCoast

half the Greenland Ice Sheet melted, asking people to imagine abandoning New Orleans and Miami. | tell
people that, unless we take action to reduce emissions, the question is not whether this is going to occur,

but when. Yet | am an optimist becauselidve we can fix the climate change problem. We can deploy

the technologies to meet our energy needs while slashing carbon emissieimshypkugls, windmills,

carbon sequestration for coal pl ants, assd even nu
optimistic today than | was a couple of weeks ago, before testifying at the Senate Committee on
Environment and Public Worksé | watched in horror

intended to deceive and distort. Two were scientistsiagsdavith industryf unded t hink tanks

still an optimist. We still have time to avert a climate catastrophe. But | am not counting on government,

or at least this government, to lead us toward a solution. As our leaders accept the outrageous lspectacl

saw the other day as just a nor mal day inIT Congres
bb) [DAVID KING ] Emeritus Professor of Chemistry at Cambridge UniverBixyUK chief

scientific advisor, and from Sep013 to Mar 2017 the Foreign Secretargpecial Representative for

Climate Changevia the IEA watch from 9:38Jan 2016)0 Wh at we are deal ing with

catastrophe for mankind, and | believe that 1itds ¢
twelve of December 20{the Paris Agreement} was a <critically i mportant t
bc) [ERIC HOLTHAUY Meteorologist and Journalistia Vice (Mar 2015)0 1 f you' re | i ke

climate change keeps you up at night on a regular basis. It's not so much that we're still on track for the
worst-case global warming scenario, or that the survival of countless gpecie® mention civilization
as we knovitfi hangs in the balance, but the quiet understanding that our kids are going to feel some of
the worst impacts in just a few brief decadesé
Increasingly, and understandably, these existential climate change crises have put a lot of us on
edge, raising bigscary questions about the fate of humanity in the 21st century. That so many have opted
for willful ignorance almost makes sense. For those who live in tiieaedlwarmingdi world, though,
the fact that the earth's atmosphere will undergo some pretty foedtl changes in the next generation
can raise second thoughts about the idea of proecr
For natural pessimists, the inexorable destruction by climate change leads to thoughts that fall
along the lines of this Jezebel headline, which@skth y  WhbEwdr \Want to Bring a Child Into
This Fucked Up World?6Because really, why the hell would someone of procreating age today even
consider having a baby? It feels like an utter tragedy to create new life, fall in love with it, and then watch
itwritheinagony as the world singes to a crispée
We live in a very critical time for human history, as the first generation to fully understand the
implications of the damage we have done to the earth, and perhaps the last generation with the
opportunity to change cwse. It's perfectly normal to get a little freaked out when you realize the
i mplications of that at a personal l evel é
My wife and | just had a baby, and it's quickly becoming the best decision we ever made. Even
though his future is uncertain, the knowtgglthat there's still time left to turn things around has become
a tremendously powerful motivating factor in our lives. Our baby has brought us back from the brink. It's
impossible to be hopeless with a newborn. Climate change has changed me. Artdihkldmt the only
oner. 6
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bd) [TIM FLANNERY] SeeWikif or FIl anner y 6 s ntubations and yolesoFroms ci e n c
his bookThe Weather MakersiaThe Sydney Morning Heral@001):0 | f enough of us buy
power, solar panels, solar hot water systems and hybrid vehicles, their cost will plummet. This will
encourage the sale of yet more panels and wind generators, and soon the bulk of domestic power will be
generated by renewable technologies.

This will place enugh pressure on industry that, when combined with the pressure from the
Kyoto Protocaol, it will compel energyngry enterprises to maximise efficiency and turn to clean power
generation. This will make renewables even more affordable. As a resultelbeidg world- including
China and India will be able to afford clean power rather than filthy coal.

With a little help from you, right now, the developing giants of Asia might even avoid the full
carbon catastrophe in which we, in thdustrialised world, find ourselves so deeply mired.

Much could go wrong with this linked lifeline to climate safety. It may be that the big power
users will infiltrate governments further and stymie the renewables sector; or maybe we will act too
slowly, and nations such as China and India will have already invested in-foskijeneration before the
price of renewables comes down. Or perhaps the rate of climate change will be discovered to be too great
and we will have to draw carbon dioxide from ttreasphere.

As these challenges suggest, we are the generation fated to live in the most interesting of times,
for we are now the weather makers, and the future
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ca) [NIKLAS HOHNE] Professor and founding partner NewClimate Institute.The
Independenfdune 2016)6 | n a maj d0 differenestudies ints theoeffect of what world leaders
promised to do [at the Paris summit], researchers calculated that the planet was still on course for a
temperature increase of 2.6C to 3.1C by the end of this century... ... One of the res€aafbesr
Ni kl as H° hne, of the New Climate I nstitute in Col
warming would be what | describe as completely catastrophic and this is definitely what we need to avoid.
Even two degrees is not a very pleasantagitun, with significantly more droughts and floods and

weat her eventsé not a v therigk optippng gomte and imevarsible . Ther e d
change. 6 However Professor H°hne expressed confid
reduce carbon emissions to avoid this fate, sayin

and that it had been acknowledged at the time that they would not be sutijéieatcopy T

cb) [STEFAN RAHMSTORH Oceanographer and climatologist, Professor of Physics of the
Oceans at Potsdam UniversiBromThe Sydney Morning Hera(®Nov 2015): 0As an oceanographer and
climate researcher, | have mapped plenty of alarming trends over the past few decades. But | am confident
that humanity has the capaityl, capacity and means to keep the increase in global temperatures below
thepotentially catastrophic threshold of 2 degrees. And | am also cautiously optimistic that a
meaningful global agreement to limit greenhouse gas emissions willefrmrgthe upeming Paris
talksé éAnd despite myriad entrenched vested inte
moving away from fossil fuels, the root cause of
more than 190 countries meet in Paris nexdnth the emissions reduction targets they put on the table
will probably not suffice to keep global warming below 2 degrees. We know this because most nations
have already declared their hand. This need not be a fatal flaw of a new global agreemesiboa emis
reductions, as long as it provides a structure on which much more can bé Built.
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da) [COREY BRADSHAW Phd in Zoology. 2002014 Director of Ecological Modelling,
20142017 Sir Hubert Wil kins Chair of CIli mathie Change
howyoufed ( 2®RUBILi c i ndiff er esightednessadide,l andfurious tthat a | shor |
politicians like Abbott and his angnvironment henchman are stealing the future from mygtiger, and
laughing about it while they line their pockets with the figurative gold proffered by theférdsil
industry. Whether it is sheer stupidity, greed, deliberate dishonesty or all three, the outcome is the same
destruction of the environmenthifie-support system that keeps us all alive and prosperous. Climates
change, but the rapidity with which we are disrupting the current climate on top of the already heavily
compromised environmental health of the planet makes the situation dire. Myfistvith these
greedy, lying bastards is personal. Hurmaaused climate disruption is not a bedef is one of the best
studied phenomena on Earth. Even a-latfcan understand this. As any father would, anyone
threatening my family will bftextve si on mi st adaé¢ha decgivirty ansl of mpise arjd
vengeance. This anger is the manifestation of my deep love for my daughter, and the sadness | feel in my
core about how others are treating her future. Mark my words, you plutocrats, denialistsfuieldsicks
and scence charlatand your time will come when you will be backed against the wall by the full wrath of
billions who have suffered from your greled and st

db) [ROBERT WATSON Atmospheric chemist. Director of Strategic Development for the
Tyndall Centre for Climate Change ResearcthatUniversity of East Anglid/ia The Guardiar{March
2017):6 6 Our chi |l dr en dloo#d bagkrorathectlonateé demierseamd ask haw they could
have sacrificed the planet for the sake of cheap fossil fuel energy, when the cost of inaction exceeds the cost

of atransitontoalowc ar bon economy, 6 Watson said.d
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ea) BILL FRASER plusMEREDITH HOOPER Fraser = Marine / wildlife ecologist from the
Polar Oceans Research Group. Hooper = historian and science Wigtteredith Hooper irthe Irish
Independen(2007):6 The ni ght before arriving at Pal mer, Bil
seabird ecologist, one of an inner group of US scientists who have dedicaszivibe to Antarctic

researché The news is shocking. The season, Bi |l |
are in crisis, barely holding on. The weather has been relentless, dire. The seabird work is under real
pressure. OWe areatmastvbpbe, walking into a bitte
he says. 0The Adelie penguins don't have the capa
Thereds no doubt. 6 éHere i s cVingexpdrimentclitcafielde i n act

Island is a precisely located landscape, with just two key species, Adelies and brown skuas. Their

relationship is straightforward; the numbers have been collected. Contributing factors have been unpacked

and understood, decliter acked over time. The hypothesis is cl
Antarctic Peninsula, impacts of warming can be tracked. It's a clear, strigpet preview of what

could occur elsewhere. It's an unpacking of the ways climate change critselfe It's a prologue to

the way climate change can happen. At Palmer, this ferocious summer, we do not know the mechanisms
delivering this weather, or how the weather relates to the peninsula's warming. But | can document what

it means taobardAdey, U8 polargeostientist, speaking at the International Glaciological

Society Symposium in Cambridge, August 2006: If you push too hard at the climate, something flips.
People want to know. What does t heRidhardAlley,seahol d? W
levels have risen in the past. People dealt with them. We as humans can respond, effectively. And he

pulled up a powerful image from deep in our cultures. God, according to the Bible, sent a rainbow to
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promise man that he would neveyain allow Earth to be flooded. But | think of Palmer, in the ferocious
summer. Rising temperatures sent a rare rainbow. A potent symbol, but potent in a different way. In high
latitudes, water comes from the sky packaged as frozen crystals, and s&aysadze and snow. With
increasing warmth, water gets delivered in liquid form, destabilising ice and snow and living things. As
was happening at Palmer in 2002, that ferocious summer of rapid climate change. Perhaps the biblical
rainbow isn't a pronse. It is a remindedT

eb) [JOHN HOLDREN Originally trained in aeronautics, astronautics and plasma physics.
Science policy advisor. See article lidkie &) for positions held. As the senior advisor to President
Barack Obama on science and technolegyNational Geographi(bec 2015)0 We know wi t hout
doubt that the climate is already changing in ways that are not explainable by natural influences and that
are precisely explainable as a consequence of the heat trapping gases that we lavbadt®dsphere
by fossil fuel burning and deforestation. We know that damaging impacts are already occurring all
around the worl d. I n some parts of the worl d, we 0
other parts of the world increas in the power of the strongest storms, more torrential downpours and
associated flooding, melting of permafrost, increased coastal erosion. All of these things are occurring in
patterns and with fingerprints that tie them directly to the changes inatknthat humans are causing.
We know further that these changes cannot be stop
climate system, and there is tremendous inertia in the energy system, the agricultural system, the forestry
system, the practisghat are driving these changes. And therefore, it is absolutely essential, if we want to
avoid catastrophic impacts of climate change, that we turn this problem around startirigThow.
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fa) [JAMES HANSEN] Up to 2013, head of NASA GISSia The Guardiarn(Apr 2012):
060Averting the worsitndoonséqoalkinmaseoéhanmgani s a ogr
with slavery, according to the leading Nadianate scientist Prof Jim Hansen. He argues that storing up
expensive and destructive consequences for societ
Hansen, who will next Tuesday be awarded the prestigious Edinburgh Medal for higwmworrto
science, will also in his acceptance speech call for a worldwide tax on all carbon emissions. In his lecture,
Hansen will argue that the challenge facing future generations from climate change is so urgent that a
flat-rate global tax is needed fiorce immediate cuts in fossil fuel use. Ahead of receiving the dward
which has previously been given to Sir David Attenborough, the ecologist James Lovelock, and the
economist Amartya SediHansen told the Guardian that the latest climate models hags the planet
was on the brink of an emergency. He said humanity faces repeated natural disasters from extreme

weat her events which would affect | arge areas of
people and future generations is that vedranding them a climate system which is potentially out of

their control, 6 he said. OoOWe're in an emergency:
decades with the effects it wildl have omwillecosyste
argue in his lecture that current generations have an-adang moral duty to their children and
grandchildren to Ttake i mmediate action. 0

fb) [PIETER TANS Chief, Carbon Cycle Greenhouse Gases Group at NOAA Earth System
Res ear c hlisthiais how you feél 6( ~ 20011 5f efeel exasperated that it
before society gets serious about the challenge posed by climatécpeegbes and declarations, yes,
but nothing has been done that measures up to the
Climate Modificationd, that outlined the problem
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would very likely grow into a serious problefimday we know much more about past climates and the
massive impact we have on the atmosphere, oceans, and ecosystems. Every year there are more warning
lights that start blinking red. What we do or not do trying to avoid catastrophic outcomes is a moral

choice. What world are we leaving to our children and grand children? When emissions are limited, how

do we allocate emissions rights between poor and rich nations? Our current economic system requires
perpetual growth to function well. How can we redegign economy to function in the zero growth
environment that the Earth will force upon us? Our observations suggest that may occur sooner rather

than later. It is easy to see why progress has been so inadequate. In the mean time, my wife and | consider
it our moral duty to minimize our footprint on the environment in any way we can. | also consider it my

duty as a scientist and as a citizen to try to inform the public and policy makers clearly about the
predicament we are in anhd the choices we cannot a
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g) [HANS JOACHIM SCHELLNHUBER Theoretical physicist. Chief (German) government

advisor on climate and relatedise s duri ng Ger manydés EU Counci l Pres
Director, Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Reseav@nthe German Advisory Council on Global
Change2013)61 f we do not turn down the heat we shal/l C

to alter our course and to prevent the Earth system from breaking down, we miustvee nt our sel ve
For instance, the 2 °Glimateprotection guardrail has been picked up internationally and adopted by

many nations. A comparison: if the temperature of the human body increases by ofVZ: ®rmal

bodytemp is~37], we call it fever. If the temperature exceeds 40 °C, one organ after the other breaks

down, and finally the wholthuman system collapses. First of all we have to decarbonize the energy

systems worldwide, which means replacing fossil resources with rteleesvees in order to limit global

warming to a maximum of 2 °C. This will only be possible if every single person is prepared to question

his or her way of life. In order to be able to stay within the guard rails, we have to put things on the right
trackih t his decade! éSuch fundament al proce®ses of ¢
above alb a world society of global citizens that presses ahead with solving problems that cannot be

sol ved by s [lmcomicform! Seleotions frogpglb © pg23].

Pl us more on those guardrails or o6boundari esod
look like, via Humans and Naturdxpanding the Democracy Univer&913):6 The gl obal pur su
economic growth and individual wealth in an environment with limited resources and capacities will
soon hit the 6planetary boundar i e didgirabidantsrepart t ear
by making their living space uninhabitable and their existence unsustainable. Most importantly, the
climate challenge calls for worldwide rational an
constructive steps each state caake, we should implicitly create innovative concepts to respond
effectively to the climate crisis. One crucial concept is the idea of a global democratic society. This society
could be represented by a small set of global institutions that supportvéreigo countries as
assembled within the United Nations in working out solutions to problems that require concerted
transnational action. Let me conclude this short contribution with a daydream about those key
institutions that could bring about a sophisatedi and therefore more appropridteersion of the
conventional oworld governmento6 notion. Gl obal de
activities, namely (i) an Earth Constitution; (ii) a Global Council; and (iii) a Planetary Court. | cannot
discuss these institutions in any detail here, but | would like to indicate at least that:
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9 the Earth Constitution would transcend the UN Charter and identify those first
principles guiding humanity in its quest for freedom, dignity, security and
sustainabilty;

91 the Global Council would be an assembly of individuals elected directly by all people on
Earth, where eligibility should be not constrained by geographical, religious, or cultural
guotas; and

9 the Planetary Court would be a transnational legal body epeppeals from

everybody, especially with respect to violations of the Earth Constitution.

In order to dovetail the dieard system of national governance with the global institutions, a
certain percentage of national parliamentary seats showddedbe mar ked f or 0GI obal Omb
Their prime mandate would be to ensure that the first humanitarian principles, as sketched above, are
observed, not least in the interest of future generations. This is no less and no more than a vision to
extend demoearcy across space and time. Unprecedented challenges like anthropogenic climate change
remind us that such dreams need to comefirug o oTh . 0
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ha)[KATRIN MEISSNER Associate Professor and ARC Future Fellow, Climate Change
Research Centre, University of New South Walés.is this how you fegP014):6 | t makes me f ee
Looking at my children and realizing that they won't have the same quality of life we had. Far from it.
That they will live in a world facing severe water and food shortages, a world marked by wars caused by
the consequences of aiim change. It makes me feel sad. And it scares me. It scares me more than
anything else. | see a group of people sitting in a boat, happily waving, taking pictures on the way, not
knowing that this boat is floating right into a powerful and deadly walleifas still time to pull out of
the stream. We might lose some boat equipment but we might be able to save the people in the boat. But
no one acts. TTime I s running out.d

hb) [PETER B. DeMENOCA| Dean of Science at the Faculty of Arts and ScienCekimbia
University Founding director of ColGesoiemistand paeeclimate r f or
scientist aLamontDoherty Earth Observataryia is this how you fe€P014):6 | magi ne dow a me
doctor feels having to inform their patient, an old;liiieg friend, of a dire but treatable diagnosis. The
friend angrily disregards what you have to say, for a variety of very human reasons, and you watch
helplessly as the pain and illness unfolérahe rest of their shortened life. There is a similar closeness

bet ween climate scientists and the planet. Therebo
dondét | i ke uncertainty. Cl i mat e c hcanugesofdtablet abi | i z
climate amd sea | evel . 0

hc) [SARAH PERKINSKIRKPATRICK] Climate Scientist. Senior research associate and
extreme events specialist at the Climate Change Resgartle at the University of New South Wales.

Viais this how you fedP014):06 For someti me [sic] now | dve been terl
acknowl edge it, but everything I have feared is h
Sheds slippi mgebdswadye efnr srhouvs.ngS si gns of acute il 1ln
really done anything. Her increased erratic behav
behaviours that were only rare occurrences are starting to occur more oftevittahdightened anger.

|l 6ve tried to highlight these changes time and ti

paid attention.
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I't al most seems everyone has been ignoring me
pretendthe e 6s no il l ness, hoping it wildl go away? Or b
thought of death is impossible? perhaps they cann

To me this is all false logic. How can you ignore the sewekieesis of someone you are so
intricately connected to and dependent upon. How can you let your selfishness and greed take control,
and not protect and nurture those who need it most? How can anyone not feel an overwhelming sense of
care and responsibilitywhen those so dear to us are so desperately ill? How can you push all this to the
back of your mind? This is something | wil/ never
of the human race. The one who cares enough, who has the compassiohtadelp make her better.

The thing is we can make her better!! If we work together, we can cure this terrible illness and
restore her to her old self before we exploited her. But we must act quickly, we must act together. Time is
ticking,andweneedo acT now. 0

hd) [STEPHAN LEWANDOWSKY] Australian psychologist currently based at the University of
Bristol, UK, where he is the chair in cognitive psychology at the School of ixgaal Psychology. As
Lewandowsky has not only focused upon psychology within the clioketege domain, but contributed
to direct efforts on climate science also, égreandhere then | felt it was best to include him within
this section. VigBketical Sciencevebsite(2010):0 So anyone who says that we s
change because of uncertainty is really inviting you to ride towards a brick wall at 80 km/h because it
might not hurt. Areyouf eel i ng |l ucky? Or shouldndt we better c

Back toGroup 7Top or
i)  BRENDAN G. MACKEY] Professor and Director of the GrifiitClimate Change Response
Program, Griffith UniversityVia is this how you fegP014):0 Dear Ear t h, Jusanksa qui c |
so much for the last 4 billion years or so. It's been great! The planetary life support systems worked really
well, the whole biological evolution thing was a nice surprise and meant that humans got to come into

being and | g ot rrytalmout thexlasscouble df Hotnyednaeeadl Viey rseocal |y st uf f €
havendt we! | though we climate scientist might b
seriously. Everyone wants to keep opening new coal mines and for some reassuaties me are happy

to ignore the fact that natur al gas is a fossil f

guietly happy that opeak humané time has come and
I guess yoadbObetmoni é fteWlamt what wedve done to your
were a really nice touch by the way) and sorry again for the tigers, sharks etc. In case you were
wondering, our modeling suggests that your global biogeochemical cycesalgsthe carbon one)
should reach a new dynamic equilibrium in about 100,000 years or so. | guess it will be a bit of a rocky
road until then but, oh well, no one said the universe was meant to be stable! All the best and do try and
mai nt ai notthat td¢canedWwWe | ove so much. 6
Back toGroup 7Top or Index of Quoters

j) IMICHAEL MANN] Cl imate Scientist. Distinguished Professor of Meteorology and Director
of the Earth System Science Center at Pennsylvania State UnivigrgityThe Why FilegApril 2014):
OWe have delayed confront i n gfuetindestryhasifunded e pr obl em
disinformation for several decades. We knew tokadastry products were killing people in the 1950s,

but it wasndt until ma n yon doécy. 3l éobaccb iadugtry, rathemthan we r e
engaging in a good faith discussion about what to do about the problem, chose to hide the health impacts,
to discredit the science. |l tds the samecgolwaybook
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acted decades late, and there were potentially millions of lives lost. Here, we are talking about the health of
the entire planet; there is no oplanet BO6 i f we s
time to avert truly catastrdpe ¢l i mat e change. | &m an optimist, an
are coming out and embracing the éWaE&Emewsia of t he
critique of an article at the New York times that
OFrankl vy, I think a | oideaftemenits messagega quotetihe greatand c | e f
powerfuuOZ,s eems t o be 06pay n-dollaafossHuel indusiryndisinformatidnat bi | | i
campaign behind the curtain.d At a time when dark
obstacle to averting catastrophic climate change, the rastlemns to want to give a free pass to the bad
actors involved and instefk@decopfgiage in victim (6us
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Group 8.  Catastrophe narrative from the health / medical domain (4
sources / quotes)

8.1. Introduction

Exampleb) leverage the emotive imperative of climate catastrophattempt tare-purpose an
existing professional network into advocacy for orthodox clirshEnge policiesThis by no means
implies nefarious or duplicitous motives are in play; the catastrophe narrative is emergensoand
sucessful precisely becausiefrequently achieveanemotive enxgagementhatresults inyetmore
honestlymotivatedpropagation.
Regading example), as has always been the case adults should do their very best to protect
children from extreme weathgrstas from any other dangeXetengaging anxiety for childreiny
deployngavague and scargoncept of the apocalyptic, which according to formal dictionary meanings
at least cannot be supported by mainstream clinciace is inappropriateThe referenced document is
detailed regarding effects / issues (which by typwtfby speculated levélocation,are all facedwvith or
without AGW in any caggandsomi ght seem to do more good than har
simply by raising awareness. However, histoag plenty of examples wheaadighly emotive and
inflationary use of fear to achieve purpose, even the best possible purpose, tigadallpunintended
consequences and often ends up being net damaging rather than beBsfiechklly as the fear is not
usedonly to promote health issue awareness tbulirectly advocate for climatehange policythe Paris
agreemengoals).Thise x amp |l e al s o c¢ o nnbrinalymeaningdnaxious ggses lorlharmful o n 6  (
particulates) with carbon dioxide, thereby mixing / associating differentviétnis the mnds of readers.
Examplea) relates to the same report referenced jiengagng anxiety for childrervia emotive
referencet@ bur ni ng t(dndmore gdnerdligcausing ihe Australian governmentbof ai | i ng t o
save the | i YV Apparentiyby hotasing@gdainst clireakebatige with the kind of effort that
would be needed to wimworld war Il, such a war being equated to climebenge Exampled) also has
a tinge of conspiracy theory tending towanasrchants of doulerritory, and also features some pretty
distasteful stuff fronPProfessor Greg Skilbeck.

8.2. The Quotes

a) [DAVID SHEARMAN] Honorary secretary of Doctors for the Environment Australia and
Emeritus Professor of Medicine at Adelaide University. Via the ABC News a@iitteate change is
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World War 1, and we are leaderle¢8ug 2018)0 Li ke t he US, Australia is fa
citizens by prolonging the life of polluting cdakd power.

éPrime Minister, doctors wish you -rvenlsthtesi n your
is an excellent start. Our suggestions relate to the two most important people at your investiture, your
lovely young children. Please study the collective agian so badly needed (a reporathored by
leading medical scientist Fiona Stanley) to avoid burning their futures in a hot, hungry, stormy and
resourcc onf | i ctTed worl d. o

b) [FIONA GODLEE] Editor in chief of th&8MJ, from this journal (2014Paywalled Free
(with links updated)d When t he BMJ started publ i sehderstplduwsr t i c | e s
to stick to our knitting oWhat did this have to do with medicin
change a myth, a result phtural climatic variation, nothing to do with human activity? There were
surely more immediate challenges that The BMJ and its readers should be focusing on.
We listened politely but carried on, convinced of the threat to human health and survival. With
others we set up th€limate and Health CouncilWe publishe@ditorials and articlescehosted
conferences and seminars, lobbied funders, talked to policy makers and politicians, and worked with the
BMA, the royal colleges, and their equivalent®iher countries, all the time worrying that this was not
enough. Our hope was to encourage doctors and other health professionals to take a lead in tackling
climate change.
Now we have gone a step further, with the publication of an article that contam&dicine or
healthcare at albThe science of anthropogenic climate change: what every doctor shoudd kmow p ur e
climate science. Why? Because if we doctertoebecome effective advocates against climate change, a
better understanding of the science wil!/l hel p usé
€éThe worst case (RCP 8.5) is Obusiness as wusua
a further rise by 2100 of 3.7°C above the averatiedieginning of this century and more than 4°C
higher than préndustrial levels. As our Analysis authors explain, regional variations mean that in some
parts of the northern continents temperatures would increase by more than 10°C.Writing last week in th
Lancet, Andy Haines and colleagues emphasised that such huge temperature rises, and the consequent

severe climate instability, would take wus into wh
impact on humanity is so great as to be a disonaity inthelongt er m pr ogression of hu
ot her words, the efTects would be catastrophic. d

c) [FIONA STANLEY] Australian epidemiologist noted for her public health work, her research
into child and maternal health, and birth disorders. Distinguished Research Professor, The University of
Western Australia, THWdUnieersiylofdalellooarhel Named dustfakah df thew ,
Year in 2003. Member of Doctors for the Environme
No Time For Games; Childr@eii®éeCHeal ahl andf €ée mat ea
governments must take immediate steps to curtail increasing temperatures by whatever means necessary.
This includes contributing robust targets at the UN global climate change a¢igos in Paris in 2015
which are aimed at setting strong emissions reduction targets to stall temperature rises. Failure to act
responsibly wil!/ have dire consequences for our ¢
for their children erge on the apocalyptic and are too scary to contemplate. Conversely choosing now to
limit further climate change offers a major opportunity to immediately improve the health of our children
via reductions in air pollution and design of low carbon citieaie do nothing how will our generation,
who had the chance to act but failed to do so, justify our inaction to future generations living on what will
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become an inhospitable planet? As a parent, a grandmother and a public health professional with a long
career in primary prevention, Il strongly wurge al/|l
recommendations. Together we can and must help tackle climate change for the sake of our children, while
there isITstill time.©o

d) [PETER SAINSBURY University of Sydney Adjunct Associate Professor, Public Health,
School of Public Health. Adjunct Professor, Sydney Medical School, University of Notre Dame. Past
President, Public Health Assotian of Australia, President of tH&limate and Health Alliancé/ia
news.com.a@Sept 2018)6 0 Aust r al i a i s b erteregtoflafewribhtingc k by t he
politicians and a network of highly influential companies, partédylin the fossil fuel industry, who are
prepared to sacrifice other pedaplrad s chhaainti it agmd nw
€éoClimate change is occurring at a rate that is f
and that it is principally due to human activity. If eardinated global action is not taken in the next few
years to rapidly slow the release of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere and reach zero net carbon
emissions by 2050, there will be catastrophic ce g u e Incidentally,drém the same articlé:B u t

Professor Greg Skilbeckds words were even more sh
Sydney, said if we believed in science as part of the function of our everyday lives, we kiaiid be

climate change. 0Yadu fc aynonuo td opnidctk aacncde pcth ocolsiemat e ch
given penicillin or painkButerf bt 0sv-ehhngethes nd af d
article espouses: t h eandideathres sue on whi ch Austral i awhichisoi rresp
the title and of which experts surveyed for the article including Skilbeck agreed lasani st ent i al t

t o c i v ithen notanlyiwould@arge sectors of the public not acttepequivalence of these
conceptsneither wouldrery many scientistindeed T
Back toGroup 8Top or Index of Quoters

Endnotes

Endnote 1.

Albeit limited to reportage in English, catastrophe narrative quotésaunp 1to Group 5are from a

range of authority / influencer sources originating intlse UK, France, Germany, Holland, Belgium,

Ireland, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland, Australia, Canada, India, South Africa, Bolivia, Croatia,

Fiji and Grenada 19 natims in total, of which 12rewi t hi n t he We st erignalygr oupi ng.
include Zi mbabwe as | wasnodét really sure whether

| suppose he was still an influencer of sorts until turfed out of ofiicat leasthe WHO still thought so

until very late in the day. Just for the reconére he is:

[ROBERT MUGABE] President of ZimbabwErom speech at COP%2015):0 We ar e al |
agreed that, unless present climatic trends are reversed, disaster stalks our planet Earth. None of us here
can dispute the fact that urgent corrective measures and actions, based on tenets of equity and justice,
must be taken to avert the impending disasThis, Mr President, is what we should strive to achieve at
this important summit. 6

There are alsmtergovernmentahuthorities included, most obviously the UN elite who are at
odds with the findings of their own scientific process asrunby the IRE@ ugh it di dndt mak
main list, The Commonwealttof Nations is another hugetergovernmentabrganizationpropagang the
catastrophe narrative Her eds: an exampl e
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[KAMALESH SHARMA] Commonwealth Secreta@eneralNote The Commonwealth of
Nations normally known as the Commonwealth, is an intergovernmental organisation of 53 member
states that are mostly former terrigiof the British Empire/ia ReuterdNov 2009):6 Ka mal es h Shar |
said the group, representing more than 1.8 billion people and bringing togethmwwedions like
Britain, Canada and Australia with some of t he wo
confront what he called o0the | ooming existential

The exampled quotedsocovertwo main branches ofl€istianity: Catholicism as represented
by the Pope himself and also a cardipals Rowan Williamsfor the Anglicars (hewastheleader of
thar Communion from 2002 to 2012 also included UK §oint faithdstatement. | guess as one would
expect, thelesuits argupporting the Popand six bishops representing episcopal conferences on five
continents likewiseyrging world leaderso fulfill the Paris Agreementé§ i n or der t o tackl e
the devastati ng e fAltwaegh ®medaith giolps, e.g. ti@rnvealt Adliancer i s i s 0
officially oppose orthodox climatehange policieshis appears to be very rare. As noted in Sectidn 9.
of TGoC dl the main Faiths and some smaller oneshtawee issued public statements on cliratange
thatarereplete in the narratives of imminent catastrophml (sadirectly contradict mainstreafiPCC
sciencdoo).]| havendt s pent thisesoerceiml capegodze allddtagtrophe n e
narrative variants, buhis would be a useful expansion of the archive here if &gmund to it

The ~50 example scientists expressing the catastrophe narrative range from the pretty obscure to
the verywell-known and influential. These scientists and others who propagate the catastrophe narrative
i nfuse it with t.hether pronbuocementy areayipicallysnterpreteddetide public
as coming frommainstreansciencewhich is not thecase Endnote Ss relevant herejlso encouraging
a certaintyaboutglobal catastrophéhatmost people associate wibttledor proven science

Though needing och more investigation than | had time for, it seems on the surface at least that
the catastrophe narrative finds a home much more readily in some functions of society than others. While
this may seem obvious for the case of say environmental scienceeongent environmental workers,
there appear to be other cases such as the caring professions (who wield much authority), with consequent
propagation of catastrophe narrative as part of either expectations for future oopirenadvocacy for
action by some medical authorities or associatiorts.d v dotioved-up onor validated this angle, but
Group 8provides brief insight via a few catastrophe narrative guidi@ppened to come across from
authorities in the medical / health domain.

Note there is a prolific propagation of catastrophe narrative by journalists / media contributors,
which | intended to sample and categorize for this post. But théstsaskfor whichl d o rcérrently
have time (Although many of the quotes from authority sources / scientists in this fléagoarnalists,
I mean here input primarily from the journalists themselves). Journatistsiandsomeauthoritywith
publiccandahuge i nfl uence on messagi ng. alandtiemgrome donodt
them, we do expect attempts to vetifig broad storylines on scientific issues withultiple mainstream
sourcesAnd one would hope, sniffing oanyconflict or lack of supporin said mainstreanfor instance
regarding inevitable global catastrophbsent dramatic actiohmportant categorizationgould include
whetheranemotive wording had specific credible backing from a scientist (plus whetiteh at sci ent i
place on the spectrum of positions was mentioned), or was invented (maybe an attempted summary of a
mash of sources yet none of whattuallyimplied suchawording), or say was based around wording
from a political leader that neverth&e s s wasnodét itself consistent with
mainstream scientific opinioth 0 e sup@ott theertainty of globatatastroph (absent dramatic actign)
all catastrophic storlines not explicitly linked to nomainstream scientistwhere this status is also
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madevery clear), or explicitly billed asinsupported opiniorhave in essence failed verificatiddut this
can happen to differing degrees and in different ways. Back to Introductory nies

Endnote 2.

Emergentulturalnarratives often featugreaturgency about some perceived major issme, some may

stress s anoeelseverabadthiigd | cead d 16i n e s . -cRamgpahe dtatad gertaintyi mat e

of a global / planetary catastrophe upon a deadline miss is not supported by the mainstream science; many

have indeed already passed, yet this ddalessarét pr ev

typically arbitrary, generally hangi ngemotme an out w

appeal of aritical deadlineelement can be a very strong contributor to theaismatastrophe narrative.

This is especially the case where the deadlines are touefl asmra |l ®no returnd or si mil
[ERIK SOLHEIM] Ex Norwegian MP, ex leader of the Socialist Left Party of that country and ex

minister for the environnmg. At the time of this quote thExecutive Director of the United Nations

Environment Programmén relation to hitting / exceeding Paris Agreement tardgtheim saidSept

20186 01 f we cannot strengthen our mi tfinab@portumity ¢ o mmi |

to prevent the global temperature from rising beyond 2 degrees and fail to avoid catastrophic outcomes of

extremed¢l mat e change [edph&ismihegi m sai d. o
The timescale for the above deadline is determined by the Paris Agreement schedule, but in very

many cases arbitrary and typically néamm timescales are provided fuitical deadlineelements. For

instancewithin all the examples belowyhere the deadlineiso avoi d a gl obal <catast:H

worl dé or similar phrasing:

Examplelc)i] a metaphoricaldeadline already stated as in the past!

Examplelo) from October2006,10 or 15 years

Examplelr) from May 2014500 days

Examplels)ii] from April 2014,two decades

Examplelt) from September 20087 days

Examplelw) from March 2009100 months

Examplelx) from December 201how.

Example2d) from February2009,in the next year

Example2g) from March 2009hours

Example2i) from October 2018yy 2050

Example2)) from May 2012five years

Example2k) from July 2017py 2020(fundamental changed, few decade@et zero).

Example3a)from August 2008100 months

Example5ba)from September 2009yst six years from naw

Example6f) from late 2016as little as nine years

Example6n) from May 2018 about ten years

Example8d), from September 2018 the next few yeargoordinated global action)

2050(net zero).

=

=4 =4 =4 =4 =4 -8 4 - -8 a8 oa s o e

Many more examples have urgémplied deadlinesCritical deadlineelementsare typically
mixed in with other narrative variant types.

Ther ebs oauttome kegardiog#sritical deadlinefeature as many deadlines pass,
especiallyregarding UN UN affiliated deadline statements, given theipposed ultimate authority
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position on thelimate-changassue (by virtue of owning the IPCC). A downside @fhwas very bluntly
noted byThe National Posfa Canadian newspapér)n t h eTheUNtclimatécleangé panel that

cried wolf too ofted , Oatoban2018 You can' t set mul tiple deadl
oneof f by nature. Do it too oft enYetemefgen maoatviesarec e a s e
of course blind, they succebgt emotiveselection within the moment and albeit there is cultural inertia to

consider too, they are neither sentient nor agential so céss®bbvious looming issuesnd it has to
be said their ability to evolve around such issues as they occubedmpressive tgarying wolf does

not seemed to have harmed catastrophic clitlaémge culture this far, and indeed has earned it a great

deal of emotive commitment. Back to Introductory notes

Endnote 3.

Evenstayingstrictly within the short quotes provided @roup 1to Group 5 anunderwriting by science
is commonlyincorporated intahesecatastrophe narrativexanples as follows:

1 Examplelclild6scientific findingsod

1 Exampleld)6sci entists spel./l out o

1 Examplelm)ilé6sci enti fiically proveno

1 Examplelg)6 sci enc.e tells usb®o

1 Examplelnijésci enti stsé have said ito

1 Exampleluy]6t he best scientists in the worl

1 Example2b)6 t @i ence i.s very clearo

1 Example2q)6t hat s a | anguage tha®t comes out

1 Example2s)6t he scieoniif$@ concl usi

1 Example2x)6 now have scientific evidence thato

1 Example3))6 we s h o ul d-scientific, pseuddcentific,cand anti
scientific nonsenge

1 Exampledd)6t he science i s.even more unequivocal

i Examplede)6cl i mate science paints a bl eak

1 Example5aa)o 9 7% of scientists the world over

1 Examplebac)d what <cl i mate scientists have feared
beginning .to come truebod

1 Example5ba)o | eader s had recogni.zed the broad

1 Examplebcc)d6 we know t he science has.been tel

1 Examplebcd)6 sci enti fic data on the i mpact
gloany pi.ct ur ed

1 Examplebdd)6t e mper at ures are much more ser.i
expectedo®

1 Examplebdg)6t he scientific community made

In fact,thefuller verbiagefrom which the quotes asmippedoftenincludes similar phrasesso
the totalnumber of catastrophe narrative examgbgglicitly underwritingthemselvesvith science is

pictu

significantlyl ar ger , t hough | h aadditiodadphrasesxdept fortheGroup 1t ot al e d

examples, which follow:
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1 Examplela)i manyrefsegsci enti sts announced al ar ming
6Many scienti stéThea es cnioewdtywiad thnsh mtgadlhle ru ¢ @ a m
of scient,etets reportedo

1 Exampleldjoacknowl edged the scientific I mperatd.i

1 Exampleli)verymanyrefseg@ i t i s t he sci@dmwee htelmat dr i ves
l oud and cl eadWhromtthiee sex grepedted)d s t el | us t
6we should |isbemet wheheai agi @ddtheesat 86i c evi
overwhel ming |juyaelcgment of sciencebod

1 Examplelk) dhe conclusions f sci enti st sd

1 Examplels)] severalrefs,eqahow c¢cl ear the science was al m
cent urdya avgioedw dr awn flreovme |l a srcaregng idfi chiaghsess
Ovi si bl y peoplghehind the curteit @ave of denial of even the most
basic ,scci ence?d

1 Examplelu)i] several refs, e.gwe've been warned by legions of scientists
and mountains of evi,0whaé wkatanhhibe&e was con
scientifically certain of is that our continued use of fossil fuels is pushing us to
apointof no.preturnod

1 Examplely) a few refs, e.gdlhere is one overriding positive: through the
science we are .aware of the probl emb

1 Examplelz)manyrefs,egd You have | i st elehde teof ftencet ssci en
of global warming are happening much faster than scientists predlifteds a
matter of stewardship, we must acknowledge the recommendations of the
scienti f i, ,devenmaremidespreéag @nd serious, according to the
preponderance of evidence from scientists

Additionally, alternative phrasinga catastrophe narrativeanindirectly underwrite viascience,
i.e.without using thexctualword) s ci enc &€ s/ / s e. Eoe exampléyf under@ritng with the
IPCC output instegés doedm)il]6 The report of the I ntergovernment a
cl eandl$)ijld6 1 n a response to the | atest report from t1
C h a n @réyddtributinganyobjectiong o 6 d; ¢hainfezencebéing that such folkdeny theclear
science that is claimed to underwrite catastroptxampleln) does thisthoughherethe6 s ¢ i wondc e 6
is alsostillusedaswelld6 € Republ i can deni er s, dedkeoaittheisdyrscaland ob
efforts will fail. Not only ar e itEkampleluivjusestae wr ong
similar approachhut viathe phrasé me et i ng of t h,evhichlseavess &naaltetnative$oo c i et vy
6 d e n.Orvia athier constructionsuchaslw)6t he best prwhichanedns ofcowset e | | us
scientificprojections §lthough6é pr oj empli be$® more uncertainty than s
mai nstr eam p anghowpairtt to a gersainty af glabal catastropkspeciallyoneonly
avoidable withima critical 100 months from 2009 according to this particular example).

Although6t he best scientistso6, 69 5o¥simildrphsasesagent i st s 6
not infrequent, so explicitly citinthemajority or mainstream, more often there may justshg,6 c | i mat e
S c i e asc¢theughhisspealsfor all ofthat enterpriseOr i ndeed | us tntistsnsuce nce b6, o
cases a majority or mainstreamiiglied becausé¢here is almost never amyrther informatiornto
indicate theoutedcatastroph@arrative mighnotbe mainstreamand for sure publiaudiences would

o

(
€
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need a specific reason to have any doubts ahuimplication It is unlikely that any of the authority
figures actually givig the exampled quotgsave any such doubts.

All the catastrophe narrative quotesdroup 6andGroup 7actually come from scientists, so are
automatically selunderwriting, so to speakverwhelminglyt hese exampl es dono6t str

from the mainstream position, which asfainsteanr se mea
However there area small minority oexamples whera catastrophe narrative is indesshtrastedy

scientigs to the mainstream position. Back to Introductory notes

Endnote 4.

Thosescientistdncluded in the catastrophe narrative examples fBsoup 6andGroup 7who are also
IPCC contributors, includat least{fromthe 831 authors in th&R5 Working Group} Andrew Weaver
David Karoly,Eric Rignot,Michael OppenheimeNiklas Hohne Peter WadhamandPieter Tans

Anthony Richardsod website clam® c u |l mi nat ed i n +a@horokChaptgr30The i t ed t o
Ocean in the IPCC 5th Assessmeiut he isnot listedin the 10 authors of this chapt&rom earlier
IPCCmain reportsHans Joachim Schellnhuber (a coordinating lead author on AR3 W@&shn Box
(AR4), Michael MacCrackenylichael Mann (a lead author on AR3), Richard Somerville (a coordinating
lead author on AR4), Sten Rahmstorf (a lead author on ARAhd from other PCC efforts Johan
Rockstrém (contributed on at ledisis early effort towards AR6XKen Caldeira (IPCC 2005 special

report on CCSalso resigned as a-@odinating author on AR5RobertWatson (IPCC chair, 1997 to
2002),Thomas Goreau (at lease&pert meetingn 2007). Back to Introductory notes

Endnote 5.

As noted in Section 8.0f TGoC, a small minority of climate scientists do believe that catastrophic

scenarios are morealistic. This minority occupy the opposite fringe to skeptical science, typically

ignoring the more balanced interpretations from their mainstream colleagues, or otherwise criticizing the

mai nstream / | P @@riogsty copsereate acr bevemnm @ol i tically col
words they are definitely do not represent mainstream views, yet this isma@dyclear in association

with their quotes.

For an example of their position see the 2Bt&kthroughpublicationWhat lies Beneath the
understatement of existéltclimate risk foreworded by climate scientist Hans Joachim Schellnhuber.
Schellnhuber himself has deployagenda incorporationterminal metaphoand other catastrophe
narrative variants, see the index below to timkis quotes. Back to Introductory notes
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